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Installed at TANCOT HOUSE, DAR-ES-SALAAM, TANGANYIKA 
for the Tanganyika Cotton Co. 
Contractors: Minter Keir Ltd. 


JOHN THOMPSON BEACON WINDOWS 


LIMITED 


Ettingshall, Wolverhampton & Imperial House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2 
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SEE OUR EXHIBIT AT THE BUILDING CENTRE. 26 STORE STREET, LONDON, W.C.1. 
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Meet our noiseless neighbours .. . 


Perhaps not everyone can be blessed with ever-silent neighbours. Here we illustrate 
our own at their favourite recreation. Their partiality for the convivial scene, for the 
festive frolic is only equalled by the quantity of excited sound they generate in these 
revels. 

Fortunately, it is sound we hear only when we ourselves are in their midst, or they in 
ours! At other times we enjoy the sweet seclusion, the snug sequestered privacy of the 
well insulated home. 

For sound and thermal insulation. Rocksil has virtues to which the wise architect, the 
experienced builder will vive ¢ areful « onsideration. Non-hygroscopie, rot proof, fungus 
proof, odourless Rocksil is a mineral wool produced from a naturally occuring rock by 


extrusion into flexible fibres of great resilience and strength. It is machine sewn 


—_ between sheets of waterproof kraft paper to form an insulating quilt, ideal for effecting 
\a\ discontinuous construction, isolating noises at their source. Full details on the uses of 
x ® Rocksil are available on request 

: = 
ROCK SIL — xstusnos 


QUILT 


SOUND 


Subsidiary Company of William Kenyon & Sons Ltd., Dukinfield, Cheshire. 
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Logs arrive at the 
Sundeala Factory 


Converting logs 
into chips 


BE BRITISH 
BUY BRITISH 


HARDBOARD 
MEDIUM HARDBOARD 
INSULATION BOARD 


Converting wood 


chips to wood pulp 


Sundeala boards 
can be bent to shape 


ROM a British factory and made entirely by British labour comes SUNDEALA, still 
today, and for over 50 years, the WORLD’S BEST BUILDING BOARDS. Made 
in various substances, thicknesses and finishes for EXTERIOR and INTERIOR purposes, 
these tough, easy-to-work boards are specified by countless architects and used by good 
builders throughout the country. The SUNDEALA range covers every possible specification. 


SUNDEALA BOARD COMPANY LIMITED 


HEAD OFFICE: ALDWYCH HOUSE, LONDON, W.C.2 Tel: CHAncery 8159 WORKS: SUNBURY-ON-THAMES, MIDDLESEX 
GLASGOW: BALTIC CHAMBERS, 50 WELLINGTON STREET, C.2 NEWCASTLE: NORTHUMBRIA HOUSE, PORTLAND TERRACE, 2 
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Also specified for : 


S. Reece & Sons, Dairy and Bakery. 
White Tomkins & Courage, Ltd 
The Lockheed Hydraulic Brake Co., Ltd. 


Merseyside & N.W. Electricity Board. 
R. & W.H. Symington, Ltd., Kirby 
Walkers Dairies, Ltd 

etc., etc 


RECO TRADE MARK 


GLAZED CEMENT WALL FINISH 


MESSRS. HANSCN’S DAIRY, LONG LANE, FAZAKERLEY, LIVERPOOL. 


Ti ww mie f 
ee Ma hilill a 
mint Sem of cmalux hos been _ 
applied to interior 
_ surfaces 


Architects: Sir Alfred E. Shennan & Partners 


cmalux makes its mark on Merseyside 


The illustration shows one of the many contracts in Liverpool where EMALUX Glazed Cement Wall Finish has been applied 
by our specialist workmen, EMALUX is a permanent interior wall finish which is impervious to the ravages of time, 
non-fading, and can be applied in any colour combination. The lack of maintenance makes EMALUX most economical, 


and its non-dazzle light-reflecting glaze is quickly cleaned with soap and hot water. 


Send for illustrated brochure to 


JOHN ELLIS & SONS LTD., 2! NEW WALK, LEICESTER 


Telephone LEICESTER 36682 
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CMS TES for modern interiors 


and exteriors 


an 


ACTUAL SIZI Durabie, hard-surta °C 
of the WIDE REED Its hard, chestnut fibres ar« 
design textured board which offers an « 
enamel, varnish and cellulose finis} 
natural clear polishing 
It is clearly and easily worked vy 
an be fixed by normal woodws I 
smooth surface will adapt itself to 
will to flat area Its fine clean 
without need for cover strit I 


Fo J CASTEX bitsy le Mlle tote 


reeded Ma as ia LONDON WALL 6656 
hardboard 


CASTEX 





INFORMATION 


of interest to all concerned with 


modern methods of building construction 


All the facts you need to guide you in the choice—and use— 
of the correct dampcourse for any building or 

site condition are contained in this 

handy reference book. 


; ) 
had your copy? ASTo 

’ 
This useful Ruberoid publication is freely ) 
available to everyone engaged in a professional 
or executive capacity in the building industry. We 
shall be pleased to send you your copy on request. 


THE RUBEROID COMPANY LIMITED, 94, COMMONWEALTH HOUSE, NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.C.1I. 































































































May we please take at least three 

worries off your mind 
Quantity? We can produce from stock or 
make in a very short time any number 


of window frames, staircases, kitchen 








cupboards and other items of standard joinery 


and deliver them to your site on time. 





Quality ? The standard of workmanship is 
first class. The standard of timber is the 
best we can get. 


And Price? You’ve nothing to worry about there. 


Please write to us for full particulars. 


Midland Woodworking 


Gum) Standard Joinery where you want it, when you want it 


THE MIDLAND WOODWORKING COMPANY LIMITED MELTON MOWBRAY 
CRC lj 





This wall wwough-drlled 
— we Smuniled! 


The astonishing cutting-power of Durium 
Drills is well demonstrated by this test on Fletton 
brick in our laboratory. Brick hardness and 
working conditions vary too widely to generalize 
about drilling times, but this test does emphasize 
the fact that masonry drilling is vastly more speedy 
with Durium Drills than by any other method. 

The Durium tips, are harder than any 
steel or alloy, being made of a new specially tough 





_carbide tungsten almost as hard as a diamond. 
Look for the name ‘ Durium’ on the shank—no 
other is a genuine Durium Drill. Durium 


Drills prevent ‘break-away’ at the back of hollow 
materials and can be used with great success we “a 
even in a hand-drill or brace. PLUG 

Write for details of Durium Drills and 


the Rawlplug R.P.A. Electric Drill, the ideal 


power tool for them, And if you have a fixing 
problem, tell us about it. Our Technical Service MA 
Dept. will be delighted to help vou. 
Rares ila (, TIPPED DRILLS 
Decrium lipped - thats the pont: Z FOR MASONRY AND ALL TILES 


5) acai ' 
THE RAWLPLUG CO LTD a | | New 
> i a 6419 : 


CROMWELL RD - LONDON - SW7 








TO THE ARCHITECT - 
SURVEYOR AND BUILDER 


Yours the problem- 


Harveys the answer! 





Whenever the question of “ where-to-get” 
Ventilators arises remember Harveys. 
For Harveys make the long-established 
‘“‘Harco” self-acting ventilator that ensures 
effective draught-free ventilation for any 
type of building —- Hospital, School, Garage, 
Workshop, Hostel, etc. Our illustration 
shows “ Harco” Ventilator No. 68, but this 
is only one of a very wide range of patterns 
and sizes. Get all your supplies from your 
local Builders’ Merchant. For full particulars 
write for Catalogue A 481. 























G.A.Harvey & Cu.(London) Ltd. 
Woolwich Rd. London. S$.E.7 
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Photo: Courtesy H. P. Lorey & Ce. Lid., 


Weer Snadlalin, 
— and lowe 


olcouilig odd 


CELOTEX LIMITED, North 


Next time you’re planning alterations 
involving linings or partitions, use 
Celotex cane fibre insulating board 
th the factory-applied HIGHLIGHT 
That way your client gets all the Ff 
ivantages of Celotex insulation plus a finish i 
that cuts anything up to Is. 6d. a yard off 
decorating costs. ‘The smooth, white HIGHLIGHT finish 
ives excellent light reflection and in factories and industrial 
1ildings it can usually be left as itis. If further decoration 
equired— in homes, offices, schools and other public 


t 

is 1 

buildings—the HIGHLIGHT finish requires no sizing or 
indercoating and provides a perfect base for paint or 
listemper. Let us send you samples and further information. 


CELOTEX 


Made in England by 
Circular Zoad, Stonebridge Park,. London, N.W.1ro Telephone: ELGar §717. 
ls 
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FLOOR or ROOF 


No shuttering required 

Obviates internal scaffolding 
Speedily constructed 

High sound and heat installation 
Light weight-low installation costs 
Easily cut and formed 


_ -——————=--= 
Prepared soffit r24-HOU R | 


Ideal for flats, houses ESTIMATING i 
and factories, where high 1SERVICE : 


G ge insulation is of value. ae 


n now buy this vee 00 fl 
You ca whic 

chal anism ti 
fully reo old-fashioned ‘Fit in 


converts the juxury 
doo ¢ no he 
garage * type att nd now for 
“Up “00 Over" price © om ee 
in 
‘aig £10 6-2 leoflet 


ELCORE DIVISION 


ACROW (ENGINEERS) LTD., SOUTH WHARF, PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.2 CONCRETE MOULDINGS (CHELMSFORD) LTD. 


Telephone : AMBASSADOR 3456 (20 lines) DRAKES —- BOREHAM near CHELMSFORD, ESSEX 
elephone: | e Waltha 36 2 ‘ 
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MANUFACTURERS OF 
VENEERS OF ALL KINDS SINCE 


AVON WHARF, LONGFELLOW ROAD, MILE END ROAD, E.3 lelephone: ADVANCE 4444 (10 lines) 
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with ANDEK roorinc SYstTEmM 


Te el 


eel 15 FEET 
ETWEEN SUPPORTS - uP TO 


TB 

PRINCIPLE. ROOF 

ane STEELWORK JO ORT s 
RUNSULATION OVER 


ECURE ANCHORAGE- 


’ MINIMISES 


ANDEK Roofing is an improved 

decking system using steel Bar Sections and insulating slabs 

such as Wood Wool. Permanent waterproofing is obtained with Anderson's 

Flexible Roofing System (normally Green Mineral finish.) ANDEK can also be 
supplied with Aluminium Bar Sections. 


Anderson's also specialise in systems incorporating Wood Wool fixed 
in channels or tees where this is desired. 


noth of Underdond Keofing Sydlitd 


D. ANDERSON & SON LIMITED 


STRETFORD, MANCHESTER. ROACH ROAD, OLD FORD, LONDON, E.3. 
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Part of the English scene... 


The Kentish oast house |! me almost as much a symbol of The Marley Tile Company as their 
official Stonehenge trade mark he typical English scene portrayed here shows a pair of these famous 
tiled oast houses, large numbers of which have in recent years, like so many old English farm houses, 
been retiled by Marley: thu ying their old charm and beauty to the protection which Marley tiles 
provide. And all kinds of 1 ire, of course, covered by the unique Marley guarantee. (Sce below.) 


Scotland: | f Wales: Pencoed 376 Northern Ireland: [el/ast 24447 Eire: Dublin 5170@ 


aor —— 
THE MARLEY TILE COMPANY GUARANTEES 
Marley 
decay 


Roof t 


will be ma 
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“TURNALL 


RECD. TRADE MARK 


Ashbestos-Cement 


TRAFFORD 
TILES 


Inset : Midland Rollmakers Ltd.—Factory at Crewe 
Consulting Engineers: Sir Alexander Gibb & Partners. 
The external steel framed walls of this very extensive 
industrial building, are entirely clothed and protected 
with «*TURNALL’’ TRAFFORD TILES—the Asbestos-Cement sheet 
which has been in continuous production and use for 
more than 35 years. 


TURNERS ASBESTOS CEMENT CO LTD 


A MEMBER OF THE TURNER € NEWALL ORGANISATION 
TRAFFORD PARK a 
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—a full length bed with comfortable spring mattress in 
3 foot or 4 foot widths, which folds up flat in one easy 
movement. Supplied ready for simple installation into 
a shallow alcove. 


A luxurious “Put-u-up”’ spring interior mattress ensures 
utmost comfort and the whole bed, with bedclothes made 
up, can be folded back into position ready for use. 


For other situations a pre-fabricated cupboard 
is supplied. 


examine the PUT-U-UP WALLBED at the PUT-U-UP Showrooms 
Princes Street, Regent Street, London, W.!. and Wolfenden Street, Bolton, 


turer wholesale only, 


GREAVES & ¥THOMAS LT D., Clapton, London, E.5. Tel.: Amherst 3366 (10 lines) 


Lb 
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Because of the many exacting conditions required Bitumetal Roofing fulfilled all these 


to be fulfilled, Bitumetal was chosen to roof this requirements. 


tremendous new project for The Steel Company No wonder many architects and contract 
» < < ni tS qg contrat 


of Wales at Margam and Trostre. The roofing ' 
are realising the immense advantages of Bit 

requirements were: 

metal for a wide variety of building 


Light in weight and quickly erected. Complete 
and thorough weather proofing. High resistance not recently heard from us, pleas 
to corrosion. Freedom from maintenance. High nearest Resident Manager for 


thermal insulation. Clean and attractive ceiling. mation about Bitumetal 


WEATHER. 
PROOFING 


WILLIAM BRIGGS & SONS LTD., |! auvhall Grove. London. SW.8. Reed. Office: DU NDEI 


ABFRDEEN Khirokih ROALD NORWICH TKOWSE MILLGATI LIVERPOOL KIKKI RAI ! LEICESTER 
GLASGOW OLD DUMBARTON ROAD BRISTOL STILLHOUSE LANE. BhieMis EK EDINBURGH WMI KKAYFII BELFAST 
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Maintenance costs money—it’s cheaper 


to treat the water 


In any hard water districts calorifiers, heaters, hot water circuits or 


cooling systems will become scaled up if the water is left untreated. 


It costs nothing 

High maintenance costs and heavy replacement expenses are bound 
to consult 

Albright & Wilson 


about 


Threshold 
Treatment 
with 


CALGON 


SOOPER EE EERE EE EEE EEE EERE EE EEO SESEE EEE EERE EREEEE EEE 


to follow. Yet this waste of money, and the unavoidable dislocation 
of supply, can effectively be prevented at very reasonable cost by 
Threshold Treatment of the water supply with Calgon or Micromet.* 
Calgon and Micromet (just a few parts per million of water) can 
easily be introduced into the water system by a simple proportioning 
device or at the main storage tank. Threshold Treatment ts infinitely 


cheaper than the high maintenance costs that will otherwise follow. 


PTeTTEPICeTeP eee 


Please ask for full technical details 


Micromet is a slow-dissolving form of 


Calgon for the smaller installations. 


SOO SES SESE SESE SEES EEE SOR SEES ESSERE EEE EEEEE EEE EES ES SEES EEE EE SESE ES 


Se eeeeereeeeeeree 


ALBRIGHT & WILSON LTD. + 49 PARK LANE, LONDON, W.1I - TELEPHONE GROSVENOR 1311 
re wib6 
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A Window in Jamaica 


BY JOHN MINTON 


Different climates present special problems to the Window maker. Crittall 
Windows are exported to more than sixty countries; and with them often go 


such things as sunbreakers, stormsash, shutters, flyscreens and typhoon bars. 


CRITTALL WINDOWS 


THE CRITTALL MANUFACTURING COMPANY LIMITED 


BRAINTREE, ESSEX, TEL: BRAINTREE 106, AND 210 HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.1, TE! HOLBORN 6612 
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HOUSE, STAMFORD STREET, LONDON, 
Telegrams :.‘* ARCHITONIA, SEDIST, LONDON." 


S.E.1 


; Birmingham: King Edward House, New Street ; 


Deansgate 3595 (2 lines); Glosgow : 26B Renfield Street 





INDUSTRIAL PLAN 


ARLIAMENT has been presented this week 
with the Annual Report, for 1951, of the Chief 
Inspector of 


Factories*. It is a weighty 
document amply packed with data and information, 
not Only of the year’s work, failings and progress, 
but with a review of the last fifty years ; for it was in 
1901 that the great consolidating Factory and 
Workshop Act was passed. Since then there has 
only been one major legal revision and that was again 
concerned with consolidation, the Factories Act of 
1937. Regulations and Welfare Orders under the acts 
have grown with rapid pace and it cannot be long 
hence that further review and consolidation will 
be to the advantage of both industry and inspectorate. 

In the “jubilee”’ review the Report notes that 
many shifts of industrial location have taken place. 
Of the great ironworks of Merthyr and Dowlais, 
for example, nothing but slag heaps and rubbish 
remain. Road transport has been the greatest 
factor in revolutionizing the new distribution and 
siting of new factories and the opening up of new 
areas of the country for industrial use. 

An industry that leaves nothing but rubbish behind 
when it moves, for whatever reason the shift takes 
place, should come within a wider review than that 
of the Factory Inspectorate ; by its action it becomes 
a destroyer of national amenity and welfare and should 
be arraigned for its faults in Parliament and by the 
Government. The wastes of industry should be 
included in subsidy considerations. 
the Barlow Committee was published a long time ago, 
but its emphasis on national planning of industry 


is not yet sufficiently attended to and is not yet out of 


date. 

In the section of the Inspector’s Report devoted to 
the statistics of accidents, we note that between the 
years 1939 and 195] the largest increase which has oc- 


cf rlé fer 


* Annual Report of the 
(Cmd. 8772 


id 


Chief Inspector 
H.M.S.O., €s. 6d net 


Fact 195] 


The Report of 


NING AND SAFET) 


curred is in connection with transport. It is an increase 
summarized by the staggering figure of 250 per cent, 
This can be an indication of two things; first. 
the huge increase in the use of the roads for industrial 
purposes within the last twelve or fifteen years. 
Secondly, the inadequacy of the road system of this 
country to deal with the increase. The Chief Inspector 
calls for an enforcement of stricter discipline among 
drivers and users of vehicles. This is, of course, a 
necessary and obvious procedure, but it is a negative 
and restrictive way of dealing with a much wider 
problem than mere accidents. While the efficiency, 
size and ubiquity of road transport vehicles con- 
tinues to increase, the planning of the roads remains, 
except for piece-meal diversions and widenings, 
much as it was when the tolls were abolished. Only 
increased strengths of beds and the betterment of 
surfacing has been universal and these very improve- 
ments have tended to increase the risks and accidents 
on otherwise unsuitable roads. Unless drastic action 
is taken on a national basis to improve the road 
system, industry will, in the future, find itself ham- 
strung by the roads ; expansion will not lie in the use 
of present facilities much longer. 

The Report makes one comment which is some- 
what surprising and which may even be questioned 
in some quarters. It says that disappointment has 
been expressed with the general layout and amenities 
of some of the standard type of factories in the New 
Towns and on some industrial trading estates. In 
this connection the late date of the Report, “ for the 
year 1951,” should be remembered; we wonder 
whether the Inspectorate has changed its mind at 
all since then. 

In the field of building there are some points to 
which attention can be paid with profit. In the first 
place there seems to have been marked decreases in 
the number of all accidents on building works 
during the year 1950-51, though fatal accidents show 


I 
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an increase. The Report states that there is plenty 
of scope in the industry for education in safety, 
*“a task to which the industry should direct its 
attention.”’ Inspectors appear to have made strenuous 
efforts to stress the Building (Safety, Health and 


Welfare) Regulations of 1948, but the amount of 


progress made during the year in complying with the 
code was “ frankly disappointing.” 

One particular risk to which attention is drawn 
is the increasing popularity for light-weight devices 
for raising loads to working platforms ; while the 
apparatus may be well-designed and efficient for its 
purpose, the main risks arise from the tendency to 
over-load the working platforms and scaffolding. 
In this matter, however, the makers of equipment 


THE ARCHITEC! 


and Buildin 
appear to be co-operating usefully 


While there is a lot in the Report about welfare 
facilities in permanent industrial premises, less is said 
about similar, though arrangements 
on building sites. The importance of this side of 
organization for the increase of efficiency and output 
cannot be stressed too should 
more attention generally 


temporary, 


greatly ; it receive 


The Report, even though its publication points 
the long time-lag between the operative year, 1951, 
and today, should be in the hands of all who manage 
industry or plan its extension ; the 


latter include, 


most certainly, architects who design factorie 


builders who build them. 


and 


EVENTS AND COMMENTS 


LE CORBUSIER'’S LAWSUIT 

Although it is well known that the lawsuit brought 
against M. Le Corbusier by the Society for General 
Aesthetics of France failed, reports in the national press 
have been short and lacking in detail. It now appears from 
an article in Town and Country Planning for April that the 
case failed on points of law rather than on fundamentals. 
The complaint was that the architect had constructed the 
building without the necessary building permit from the 
Ministry of Reconstruction and Planning. As soon as the 
action was started the Ministry, which was surely the client, 
realized that it had made a mistake and issued the neces- 
sary permit. The Society countered by pointing out that 
the signatures of the Ministries of Public Health and of 
the Interior were also required. The tribunal hearing the 
case decided that decrees made after the event were 
invalid. The Society also claimed that the building con- 
travened the building byelaws. The findings of the Tribunal 
were: that the Society was out of order in bringing the 
case, as it was not itself an injured party; that the Govern- 
ment was the only body which could insist on obedience 
to the regulations about building permits; and that Le Cor- 
busier could not be condemned for reasons of esthetics 
“which were at least as vague as they were variable.” It 
is not clear whether the quoted passage was part of the 
findings or something contributed by the author of the 
article, M. Pilliet, a noted anti-Corb fan. 

There seems to be no doubt that the building was con- 
structed without the necessary permission and that it 
contravenes the building byelaws, but since the whole 
scheme was sponsored by the Government it is reasonable 
to assume that the competent authorities knew very well 
what was going on. It is perhaps a pity that special rules 
or waivers were not drawn up beforehand, but perhaps 
that would have been too logical for the most logical of 
races. 

Owing to the Easter holidays, accounts of the various 
functions held in honour of this year’s Royal Gold 
Medallist will not appear until next week. 

FOIRE DE PARIS, ETC. 

If you like exhibitions I can recommend the Foire de 
Paris which will be held this year from May 9 to 25. It 
is a mixture of the B.I.F. and the Ideal Home Exhibition, 


with some international contributions thrown in. I do not 
know whether there is to be a British pavilion this year 
When I last went some years ago there was, as far as I 
can remember, nothing official 

The Foire is enormous, partly inside and partly out, the 
musical accompaniment which emanates from loudspeaker 
on a high tower is almost deafening, salesmen bellow at 
you from all sides; the food and drink 
delicious. The centrepiece was a huge tower crane from 
which were suspended five small motor cars 

The Government of France may not be very stable but 
it thinks up some splendid ideas—and usually puts them 
into practice. The latest an international City of 
Arts to be constructed in the centre of the city—I wonder 
where? Perhaps on the site scorned by Unesco, behind 
the Ecole Militaire. Ateliers and lodgings fo 
all nationalities will be provided. Let us hope that the 
British nation will here show up a little better than it does 
ia the Cité Universitaire, where there is no British pavilion 
although there was once the foundation stone of one. See 
this page, March 12. 

If you decide to see the Foire de Paris you might also 
like to see an exhibition of French Homes to be held at the 
Palais de Chaillot until September 
THE BOAT RACE 

It really is quite extraordinary how London divides itself 
into Oxford and Cambridge on boat-race day. Consider 
ing the very fleeting glimpse available for the river-bank 
watcher it is odd that so many thousands go to look and 
to cheer. 


samples art 


is for 


students of 


Of course, in these days there is more to see 
than 16 men tearing their hearts out; there is a bishop 
standing serenely in the bows of the umpire’s launch—he 
is, it is true, disguised as a rowing man—there are the rain 
coated television camera operators crouched behind their 
cameras and the familiar voices of the B.B.C. commentators, 
in the flesh and rowing caps, sitting among a small forest of 
masts in another launch which, after all, might provide 
another thrill by breaking down again. Besides this bevy of 
box office appeal there is a fleet of boats, making a tremen 
dous wash, and holding the officially less important whose 
hearts are in one or other of the competing boats. I saw the 
race from a fine vantage point, thanks to the kind hospitality 
of Messrs. Rosser and Russel, the heating engineers, whose 
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works adjoin Hammersmith Bridge. Some 400 guests, 
among whom were many architects, thoroughly enjoyed 
the spectacle from the roof and were then glad to warm 
themselves at the excellently appointed buffet in the sheet 
metal shop, which had been cleared for the occasion. When 
I marvelled at the organization of the party a director 
admitted that now and again a machine or two got lost in 
the process 


ARCHITECTS OFF THE DRAWING BOARD 


I believe I am right in saying that there is no practising 
architect in Parliament, indeed it is difficult to see how 
there could be. All the same it is a pity that there are 
not several. It is also a pity that more architects do not 
interest themselves in local government, if they did, it is 
said, it would be much better for the country. No doubt 
there are a number on local councils but generally speaking 
architecture seems to be a whole-time job, although some 
members of the profession take to making things with 
their hands and others take up military service in their 
spare time. Far too many architects do nothing, think 
nothing and talk nothing but architecture. However, I 
hear that Mr. Eric Spencer, a partner in the firm of Wales 
and Spencer, architects and surveyors, is to stand as an 
Independent for the Skipton Urban Council, and Mr. 
James Roberts, A.R.I.B.A., aged 30, and in private prac- 
tice, is to stand as a Conservative at the Birmingham City 
Council elections. Good luck sirs. 

‘ Mr. A. W. Glover, A.R.I.B.A., of Dewsbury, suggested 
at an “ Any Questions” party that the town’s contribution 
to the Coronation should take the form of voluntary labour 
by all the men in the town. They should assemble, he 
thought, on Coronation Day and march off with flags flying 
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Prefabricated igloo shown at the 36th International Car 
Show at Frankfurt. It can be taken to pieces for 
transport on the roof of a car. 
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and bands playing and spades fixed to do some really 
worthwhile jobs for the town. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIAL DESIGN IN ZURICH 


The C.O.1L.D. announces that the British Council is to 
put on an exhibition of Industrial Design at the Kunstge- 
werbemuseum at Zurich for three months starting on June 
18. The main selection of exhibits will be made from 
the C.O.1.D.’s Design Review. Manufacturers who have 
products which have not yet been accepted by the C.O.L.D. 
and who wish to have them considered should send photo- 
graphs or flat samples to “Design Review,” Tilbury 
House, Petty France, London, $.W.1. The selection of 
exhibits for Zurich will be made by an independent Selec- 
tion Committee and manufacturers of products chosen will 
be asked to deposit £10 for the first and £5 for each other 
entry in the catalogue. Further information on “ Design 
Review” can be obtained from the address given above. 
Information on the exhibition can be obtained from 
Wyndham Goodden, O.B.E., The British Council, 2-6, 
Bainbridge Street, New Oxford Street, W.C.1. 


—AND IN THE U.S.A. 

The Smithsonian Institute in conjunction with the 
C.O.1.D., who chose the exhibits, is holding an exhibition 
of British Industrial Design at the Institute of Contem- 
porary Arts, Washington, until April 22. It will then tour 
several U.S. cities. The selection was made from “ Design 
Review,” the products being shown are mainly items of 
domestic furniture, fittings and furnishings and Coronation 
souvenirs. 


THE: DANGERS OF COMPRESSED ‘AIR 

I suppose that most people have heard versions of the 
horrible accident that happened as a result of skylarking 
with a high-pressure air-line, when a man died from multiple 
internal injuries as a result of air being forced into him. 
This story should be enough to warn the stupidest person 
and the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents 
is to be congratulated on producing a leaflet on the 
subject which by giving details of what happened and 
of the injuries sustained by the unfortunate man cannot 
fail to make an impression on all those who use compressed 
air. The less obvious dangers of using a compressed air 
jet are also dealt with in the leaflet. These include the 
quite common practice of people dusting themselves down 
after work and the blowing of dust and swarf from 
machines or floor. If compressed air enters a puncture 
in the skin it can, even at quite low pressures, cause swelling 
and severe pain. If it enters the bloodstream it can cause 
death. We all use compressed air sometimes, either on 
the site, on our cars, or in the studio, and it is important 
that those who are inclined to practical joking should be 
warned that “Compressed air can be dangerous.” The 
leaflet can be obtained from the Royal Society for the 
Prevention of Accidents, 52, Grosvenor Gardens, $.W.1. 


THIS TIME IT’S TERMITES 


You will remember our anonymous poet two weeks ago. 
This appeared in a recent issue of the New Yorker. 
Some primal termite knocked on wood 
And tasted it and found it good, 
And that is why your Uncle Dwight 
Fell through the bedroom floor last night. 


ABNER 
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On Tuesday, March 31, the President of the Royal Institute invested Le Corbusier with the 
Royal Gold Medal for 1953 A tremendous gathering greeted M. Le Corbusier with prolonged 


applause. 


Herbert Read, Mr. Robert 


peter y LE CORBUSIER, who spoke in French, 
said: “I have listened with interest to the speeches 
which have been made, and I am conscious of the 
kindness shown to me in doing me this great honour. I 
wish to admit, what I think that you have recognized, that 
it is always the human being, man, that I have sought to 
study, not as a professional architect but as a discoverer, and 
also as a traditionalist. I have always had my feet in the 
past, and my head in the past too. My roots are in the past, 
though not inahe Dark Ages of the academies. At the same 
time, I have tried to take a step towards the future. It has 
been my object always to be simple and direct, to be both 
an engineer and a poet. 

“After all these flowers which have been showered on me, 
I should like to try to show you another aspect of Le 
Corbusier, Le Corbusier as a cheval de fiacre. If tonight I 
am wearing this magnificent medal, it is because I was a 
cheval de fiacre for more than forty years. During all that 
time I worked for all the days that God made, and often 
in the evenings as well, with one aim in view, to follow the 
truth and let my conscience be the judge of whether my 
work was good. 

“Before you presented me with all these bouquets I 
received, like a true cheval de fiacre, many blows with a 
whip, but this did not alter my outlook or change my aims. 
I should like to tell you something about what happened to 
me, because it will perhaps show you at what a price one 
can perhaps succeed in making something of one’s life. In 
all my life of more than sixty years I have really only had 
one client, and that was for the Unite d’Habitation at Mar- 
seilles. I was asked ‘Will you make a great building for 
these people ?’ and I replied, ‘Yes, on one condition, that 
I am not to be bound by any rules.” They agreed, and so I 
started work on this building, which embodies a great many 
of my proposals for the modern town, the town of to-day. 
I was governed by the cosmic laws of space, by my respect 
and admiration for nature, by the needs of the family and the 
recognition of the home as the fundamental unit of society 
and the hearth as the centre of the home. My work there 
has its roots in the past, in the Grande Chartreuse, which for 
fifty years has appealed to me by its harmony and its perfect 
association of the individual and the collective. 

“That is the positive part of what I have done. I have 
created something at Marseilles, as I realized when on 
October 14 last, at 9 o’clock in the morning, I saw it com- 
pleted and inhabited. ‘There was general agreement that it 
was magnificent, and I was the first to say so. I always had 
confidence that it would prove to be so, in spite of all the 
attacks that were made upon it, and on October 14 of last 
year I realized that here was a new achievement not of an 
architect but of the constructive spirit of our time. 

“ Now let me tell you something which will show you that 
I am, after all, modest. I began in 1923, when I built a 
village at Pessac. For eight years this village remained un- 
inhabited, because for eight years it was refused a water- 
supply, until in the end the Government had to intervene. 
In 1925 I built the pavilion ‘L’Esprit Nouveau’ at the 
Exhibition of Decorative Arts in Paris. It was the most 
hidden-away building in the whole exhibition, and came 
upon you, as you went round the exhibition, as a sudden 
apparition, as something wholly unexpected. The inter- 
national jury wanted to give me a diploma of honour, but 
one of the best architects in France, himself a medallist, 
protested; he said, ‘Whatever it may be, it is not architec- 
ture.’ The battle, you see, was already joined. 

“Then there was the competition for the new League of 
Nations building in Geneva. ‘Twelve kilometres of plans 


Eulogies were read by M. Claude Lebel, representing the French Ambassador ; Sir 
H. Matthew, Mr. 


W. Wells-Coates, and Mr. Colin Glennie. 


were submitted, and I sent in about a hundred metr« 
was not accepted, for reasons which I 
short of abominable hat was followed by 
Centrosoyus building in Moscow, which were fit 
accepted, but then they wanted a balcony on the facad 
in the end my proposals were dropped. I wa 
prepare plans for the Palace of the Soviets, and 

first of all accepted and then declined 

“In 1935 I decided to go to America for 
atmosphere, and there I found—you 
but it is trtue—Americans who were 
from an inferiority complex. A model of my design for 
the Palace of the Soviets was exhibited—of all place: 
at the Rockefeller Foundation in New York, where it 
aroused the admiration of young American hat model, 
two metres long, is in the museum of the Rockefeller Found 
ation, Another project on which I worked at that time was 
refused on the dual plea that it wa 
date. 

“With some Brazilian architect friends I wo 
for a ‘Ministry building in Rio de 
was actually put up during the war. I found out that it had 
been through seeing an illustration of it in English 
magazine, and I recognized it at once as our palace 
six or seven years after we designed it 

“Then came the reconstruction of France after th 
pation. Everybody seemed to be working on this, and 
the Minister who was responsible said: to me, ‘What are 
you reconstructing?’ I replied, ‘Nothing, Mr. Minister 
He said, ‘Well, you built a town once Why not recon 
struct that?’ He made inquiries from his staff, and they 
told him that all the work had been allotted to somebody 
or other, so he said, ‘Well, there is always La Rochelle 
It is not destroyed at present, because the Germans arte 
sull there, but the Allied Armies are closing in, and in a 
fortnight it will be destroyed, and then you can rebuild it 
Happily, however, it was not destroyed, and so I did not 
have to rebuild it. 

*T ought also to mention the town plan for Algiers. Over 
a period of years I made a number of plans without any 
fee for a new town, and people said, ‘If it could come true 
it would be marvellous,’ but it did not come true. Algiers 
was the last of such plans. I made a plan for Barcelona 
which was accepted by everybody, but then the revolution 
came. I made a plan for Stockholm, but they said that they 
recognized the hand of the author, and it was put on one 
side. There was a plan for the left bank of Antwerp in 
1933. In 1938 I did a plan for Buenos Aires, but seven 
years later one of the Ministers said, ‘If we bring in 
Corbusier, it will seem to show that we can’t do it our 
selves.’ A plan for Bogota was accepted, but then there 
was a political revolution, 

“All that represents the work of a cheval de fiacre. It 
meant a vast amount of work by head and hand and collabor 
ation with large numbers of people My plan for La 
Rochelle, which was a good plan, was silently put aside; 
I was not called on to do anything, and the town was recon 
structed on other lines. At St.-Die, which I was asked to 
rebuild, people said, ‘Are you going to make us live in 
huge barracks?’ and everybody, from the bourgeosie to the 
workers, rejected the idea. That shows you a little of the 
nature of the work which I have accomplished during my 
career. 
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“T should like to say once again how much 
this Medal which I have received from Her 
Queen, and I thank you once more.” 


I appreciatc 
Majesty the 
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News 


American 


N March 17 students, faculty and guests filled the 
Hunt Hall of the School of Design at Harvard to 
overflowing to hear José Luis Sert, newly appointed Dean 
of the school, deliver a lecture entitled “The Scope of 
the Architect.” 

Walter Gropius was a member of the audience but Mr 
Sert appeared to be unconscious of the historic occasion 
and gave a fast-moving and disarming account of the mis 
takes and excitements of modern architecture since the 
'20s. He dwelt apologetically on the mistake 

Ihe principles of the ’20s, he said, had now received 
acceptance in the schools. ‘There were still a few that 
maintained the Beaux Arts system of teaching, even in the 
United States, but on the whole we could say that the 
Battle for the Schools had been won 

The first phase was over 

Now it must be realized that the new architecture was 
not the work of a few men but of a few generations. It 
was discouraging to hear that the battle of modern archi- 
tecture was already won—the public had accepted “ just 
a few gadgets.” A line of distinction should be drawn 
between the architecture of fashionable clichés and a more 
profound type that was still in the making and it should 
not be assumed that functionalism did not include the 
superfluous—the superfluous was necessary 

It was a terrible thing, said Mr. Sert, to see the idea of 
the home replaced by sensationalism and clichés. A house 
was a place for quiet and peace, but the question of 
humanization did not depend on the materials used—this 
was a mistake of the 30s. It was the whole spirit of a 
building that was, or was not, human, not the kind of 
materials used. 

The architect, not the sociologist, the economist or the 
programme planner was most able to interpret this 
“spirit”? in terms of building—he was drawn from the 
ranks of men because of his ability to “ see with his eyes,” 
a quality which alone separated a definite group from the 
rest of mankind—but this made his dependence on the 
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Design and Industries thal 


Strongest enthusiasts were the younger 
two in three of whom made it 
furnishings of good con- 
temporary design are their choice. 


Association Poll Result so 


men 
clear that 

The outcome of the D.I.A. Exhibi 
tion at Charing Cross Station (London 
Transport) where over 30,000 visitor 
from February 25 to March 21 balloted 
between two identical rooms furnished 
at the same cost—one in contemporary 
style and one in the modern manner 
that the trade has found to be the most 
profitable—is that three Londoners in 
five prefer contemporary furnishing 
and decoration 


temporary room 


bought £10 or 


ent against 6) 
these ustomers 
traight majority 


Men favoured the “contemporary” for some 
room almost as much as women; in fact 
the difference between the sexes was 
negligible. Nor was there as wide a 
gulf between young and old as had 
been expected. While 63 per cent ol 
the under 35’s chose the contemporary 
room, it was also to the taste of more 


furnishings in 
manner Is 
portion of space 


n half of the over 35’s (53 per cent 


gave the 


Ihe results greatly exceed expecta- 
tions. Though the D.I.A. has realized 
time that 
the contemporary 
much greater than the pro- 
they obtain in most by the Ministry of 
retail displays, it hardly expected an 
outright victory for its point of view. 

The next task is to test the reactions 
of provincial cities, whose taste is said 
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others even more significant and a wide field of expansion 
opened out of this relationship. There were three big 
fields offered to the organized teams which would form 
the profession of the future: 

the researcher, 

the builder, 

the planner. 

Enquiry should be made into everything that was new 
—an activity for which some people were especially gifted. 

Others were particularly able and interested in the pro- 
cess of building itself and these should work with teams 
of builders. On the site an architect was usually in the 
way of the builder, probably there to “supervise” some- 
thing that had not been shown sufficiently clearly on the 
drawings. This could all be different. 

Finally Mr. Sert thought that physical planning had 
not been developed enough in any school of architecture 
From the time that he presented a scheme at school to 
the time when he had to deal with a client the architect 
tried to “spotlight” his proposed building, fading out 
surrounding property, trees and traffic. This did not 
encourage a feeling for physical planning. 

In the slides which followed his talk Mr. Sert dwelt 
particularly on this point. A city or neighbourhood plan 
inevitably began life as something rather abstract, a neces- 
sary hypothesis to enable costs, population density and 
other factors to be discussed. As it progressed it became 
concrete and the process represented the coming to life 
of the plan through the combined action of researcher, 
builder, planner. 

In conclusion, Mr. Sert referred to the sobering fact of 
the difficult times in which we were living. How could 
all these ideas be developed? 

“They are exciting, thrilling times,” he 
emphatic Spanish accent on the adjective. 

“T am an optimist; things are going to be better.” 


said, with 
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to differ widely from that of cosmo- 
politan London. The exhibition will 
be reproduced and a vote taken at 
Lewis’s, Ltd., Market Street, Man- 
chester, probably in May. It is hoped 


A test sample shows that the con- that discussions with retail stores in 
won 
portion of the votes of those who had 
more of furniture in 
1952 than of those who had not (55 per 


a smaller pro- other cities may lead to further show- 
ings. Meanwhile any English, Welsh 
or Scottish body interested in staging 
a similar exhibition is invited to get in 
touch with the Secretary of the D.LA., 
13, Suffolk Street, S.W.1, Tel.: WHIte- 
hall 0540. 


cent); but even 
room a 


The* Use of Colour in Schools 

The use of colour in schools is the 
subject of Building Bulletin 9 “ Colour 
in School Buildings,” just published 
Education (H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 4s nett). The 
purpose of the Bulletin is twofold; to 
advocate a methodical use of colour 
and to present a new range of colours. 


the demand for 
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Tenders for Buildings in 


the Greater London Area 


The President of the Board of Trade 
has asked the Monopolies Commission 
to report on certain practices relating 
to tenders for the construction of 
buildings in the Greater London area. 

In this reference Section 6(2) of the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Practices 
Act has been used for the first time. 
In the case of previous references a 
report on public interest, it has been 
the Commission’s duty to report com- 
prehensively on this aspect of the con- 
ditions and practices found to prevail 
in the industry concerned. Under the 
Section 6(2) procedure, the Commis- 
sion—once they have established that 
the conditions prevailing in the indus- 
try are such as to bring it within the 
scope of the Act—are to report on the 
“public interest” aspect only of the 
particular practices specified in the 
reference. These are: (a) communi- 
cating to a person other than the per- 
son calling for tenders for the construc- 
tion of a building the amount of any 
proposed tender for such construction 
in accordance with any agreement or 
arrangement so to communicate; 
(b) adjusting the amount of any pro- 
posed tender for the construction of a 
building in accordance with any agree- 
ment or arrangement between the 
proposed tenderer and any person 
other that the person calling for ten- 
ders for such construction. These in- 
clude the practices which have been 
referred to in previous reports as “ ex- 
clusive dealing” and “collective boy- 
cott.” 

Any person or organization wishing 
to offer evidence on the subject should 
write to the Secretary of the Mono- 
polices and Restrictive Practices Com- 
mission, 3, Cornwall Terrace, London, 


N.W.1. 


City and Borough 
Architects Society 
At the Annual General Meeting of 


the City and Borough Architects 
Society held at the R.I.B.A. on March 
20th, 1953, the following officers were 
re-elected for the Session 1953-54: 
President, Leonard C. Howitt, B.Arch., 
Dip.T.P., D.P.A., F.R.1.B.A., M.T.P.L; 
Vice-President, C. C. Shaw, B.Arch., 
F.R.L.B.A., Borough Architect, Bark- 
ing; Hon, Secretary, Johnson Blackett, 
F.R.I.B.A., Borough Architect, New- 
port, Mon.; Assistant Hon. Secretary, 
Maurice H. Forward, F.R.LB.A., 
F.R.LC.S., Borough Architect, Lewis- 
ham; Hon. Treasurer, George Kenyon, 
Dip.Arch., A.R.LB.A., Dip. T P., 
A.M.T.P.I., City Architect, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne. 

Architectural ‘Teachers 

Conference, 1953 

The Sth meeting of the London 
Group of the Architectural Teachers’ 
Conference will be held on Saturday, 


April 25, in the Council Chamber of 
the R.I.B.A. 
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In the morning Mr. H. A. Ackland, 
O.B.E., F.R.I.C.S., Chairman of the 
Quantity Surveyor’s Education Sub- 
Committee of the R.I.C.S. will give a 
paper on “ The Architect and Quantity 
Surveyor as Good Relations.” Profes- 
sor A. E. Richardson, R.A., F.R.I.B.A., 
will be in the chair. Jn the afternoon, 
Mr. D. Woodbine Parish, Past Presi- 
dent of the L.M.B.A., will give a paper 
on “The Architect as a Member of 
the Building Team.” 


New Civie Buildings, 


Doncaster 

It was decided at a 
Doncaster Corporation Finance and 
General Purposes Committee on 
March 30 that there will be no national 
or open architectural competition to 
decide on a design for Doncaster’s new 
civic buildings. 

This decision followed consideration 
of a letter from Doncaster Civic Trust 
suggesting such a competition and 
deploring that the new £750,000 
College of Further Education, the first 
part of the new civic centre, due to be 
started this year, would be “a large 
building of indifferent quality,” poorly 
sited in regard to other schools in the 
area. 

As an alternative to the national 
competition, which the trust felt would 
maintain the excellent tradition of 
municipal building in Doncaster as 
exemplified by the Mansion House, 
built in 1745 by James Paine, the letter 
suggested a co-ordinated architectural 
procedure through the services of an 
external adviser. 

Alderman P. Judd, the chairman, 
said that the Borough Architect, Mr. 
L. J. Tucker, had been instructed to 
approach the R.I.B.A. on the siting 
and elevation of the civic centre as a 
whole, on the understanding that no 
delay would be caused to building of 
the new technical college. 

Mr. Tucker said afterwards that this 
would possibly mean that the R.I.B.A 
would suggest an architect to give a 
second opinion on the scheme 


R.LA.L. and Arts Couneil 


Exhibition 

An Architectural Exhibition entitled 
“Focus” under the joint auspices of 
the Royal Institute of The Architects 
of Ireland and The Arts Council is to 
be held at No. 8 Merrion Square, 
Dublin, from April 20 to May 2 inclu- 
Sive. 

The exhibition is planned to attract a 
fairly wide public by showing through 
the medium of photographs, models 
and perspective drawings, a compre- 
hensive cross-section of architectural 
achievement in Ireland: past, present 
and future. The Hon. Secretary is 
Mr. Norman Peachey. 


* . * 


APPOINTMENT 
The Belfast firm of architects, 
Messrs. P. and B. Gregory, have been 
appointed architects for the new 
Cathedral of Christ the King, Johan- 
nesburg. 
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Tree Preservation 


The L.C.C. Parks Committee re- 
ported to the Council in May last year 
that for an experimental year they pro 
posed to accelerate their programme for 
making tree preservation orders, in- 
volving the employment of extra staff 
for the purpose A start on this 
accelerated programme has now 
made, staff with the necessary 
cauons having been recruited 

Six Orders made by the Council have 
been confirmed so far, and during the 
past six months another eighteen orders 
have been initiated in the Parks De- 
partment So far the emphasis has 
been on the protection of trees in 
Kensington, the Council of _ that 
Borough having requested the Coun- 
cil’s special interest, but Hampstead, 
Lewisham and Wandsworth have also 
received some attention 

The object of these Orders which are 
made under Section 28 of the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, is to 
protect the trees which are considered 
to enhance the amenities of the neigh 
bourhood where they are situated. The 
making of an Order does not prohibit 
felling, topping or lopping, but requires 
that the Council’s permission must first 
be obtained. Many large forest-type 
trees grow on sites for which they are 
unsuited, and therefore need regular 
and drastic cutting which ruins thei 
appearance. Subject to the planting of 
a smaller-growing type of tree, the 
Council freely agrees to the removal 
of such trees, and thus helps to 
the trouble and 
cutting 

The Council will 
reasonably withhold consent to the 
felling of a tree or trees impeding a 
development which the Council would 
otherwise approve under its planning 
powers, but in appropriate cases, re 
placement of trees elsewhere on the site 
may be a condition of the 

Disregard of the 
Order renders the 
prosecution 

Tree preservation 
empower the Council to require the 
felling or lopping of tres 
who feels aggrieved about the size or 
condition of a tree or trees growing 
near his property should approach the 
person responsible for the premise 
where the trees are 

Under the 
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politan Public Gardens As 
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Council’s staff, and the 
secking other means of 
interest in the subject, 
especially in the areas most in need of 
preservation, 


fostering local 


tree where almost any 
tree can be an attractive amenity 
Among other suggestions was the pro 
posal that labels might be fixed on to 
suitable trees by owners who may be 
willing to co-operate, but this attractive 
idea has so many practical difficulties 
that it had to be abandoned. In bulk, 
such labels are costly. It is essential 
to avoid damage to the trees by 
“throttling” and if placed too low 
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down, the plates will probably suffer 
damage; if placed too high, they will 
not be easily readable. Many trees 
which are to be preserved are too far 
away from public access for a label to 
be of any practical use and in other 
labels would be obscured from 
public view by buildings, et 

The Council has no power to affix 
labels itself, and if some trees were not 
labelled while others were, the fact that 
a tree had no label would give 
countenance to the assumption, per- 
haps quite falsely, that the tree was 
not protected 

The latest tree preservation 
concerns two groups o! trees 
15 separate trees in Kensington. The 
first group numbers 69 trees in the 
garden enclosure of Royal Crescent, the 
second group is a line of five limes in 
the front gardens of Nos. 72-78, 
Norland Road, while the 15 in- 
dividual trees are at various addresses 
in Royal Crescent, St. Ann’s Villas, 
Norland Crescent and Addison Avenue 


Cases 


order 
and 


Association — of 


Norwich 
Architects Dinner 


Mr. Howard M. Robertson, M.C., 
A.R.A., S.A.D.G., the President of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 
replied to a toast to the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects at the bi- 
ennial dinner of the Norfolk and 
Norwich Association of Architects at 
the Royal Hotel, Norwich, on March 
6th He said: “Architects to-day 
would like to do many things but they 
have a fear of the journals and of the 
licensing authorities The trouble 
with the new towns is that they are 
wonderfully clean and healthy but are 
lacking in unexpected pleasures In 
the new towns it is always lunch time 

never dinner-time.” Looking for- 
ward to the time when the bomb scars 
of Norwich would be covered by new 
buildings, Mr. Robertson said _ he 
hoped the buildings would be of a free 
character of architecture developing 
into a national and a local style and that 
the opportunity would be made for the 
architects to do what they thought was 
right for all types of building. 

The Lord Lieutenant of Norfolk 
Sir Edmund Bacon), who had pro 
posed the toast, said that the architect 
employed his art under difficult circum 
stances. The painter, the writer and 
the composer could destroy what they 
had created if they did not like it. The 
architect was in a different position 
What he built was permanent. “ There 
it is for richer, for poorer; for better, 
for worse till bomb doth it blast,” he 
said amid laughter. 

Sir Edmund said that although th: 
great residential palaces had gone they 
had been replaced by equally great 
buildings such as offices and even 
power houses. It was still a world 
where there was room for great 
architects 

A toast to the Norfolk and Norwich 
Association was proposed by Mr. H. G. 
Strauss, M.P., Q.C.,_ Parliamentary 


Secretary to the Board of Trade. He 


April 9, 


1953 


told members that they were the repre- 
sentatives of a great profession in a 
county which had some of England’s 
loveliest villages in some of its love- 
liest countryside. 

He paid a tribute to the late Mr. 
C. H. James, R.A., who had been a 
great lover of the city for which he had 
some of his best work. Apart 
from his work Norwich was enriched 
by many buildings including the 
Assembly House in which the greatness 
of architects of the past had been 
worthily restored by architects of the 
present 

Mr. Strauss commented on the cry 
which he said was being raised against 
uniformity “As though = anyone 
objects to uniformity,” he said. “ All 
horror would be horrible but you do 
not improve it by breaking it up and 
having a variety of horror.” 

Mr. Strauss said he believed that 
there were two things necessary to a 
civilized life. They were a good coun- 
try and a good town. The town gave 
the civic virtues and the country gave 
natural beauty and solitude. Each had 
its characteristics and the two should 
not be blurred. “Nothing is easier 
than to destroy both by a universal 
suburbia,” he said. “In the long run 
we shall preserve both town and coun- 
try or we shall preserve neither. You 
will never preserve the countryside 
while people regard the town as a place 
from which to flee, and you will never 
keep people in the town happy if they 
have not access to a fair countryside.” 

he chairman, Mr. C. H. Thurston, 
president of the Norfolk and Norwich 
Association, who replied commented 
that there was an increasing awareness 
in the public mind of architectural 
matters. “We do not think there is 
enough—there should be more—but 
that there is some is a good sign,” he 
said ‘Some of our members are 
doing some very good work and we 
hope they will continue to do so.” 

He looked forward to the time when 
the accent would be less on building 
houses so that work could begin filling 
the unsightly gaps in the bomb- 
scarred city and putting up new build- 
ings which the city could be proud of 
on the site of the decaying property. 

A toast to the guests was proposed 
by the Lord Mayor of Norwich (Mr. 
W. E. Walker) and the chairman of the 
Norfolk County Council (Lt.-Col. 
B. M. M. Edwards) responded. 


done 


American Architectural 


Award 


House, the new glass and 
stainle steel building of Lever 
Brothers Company, New York, this 
week was honoured with the award as 
the outstanding building of 1952 by the 
American Institute of Architects. 

The architects of Lever House, 
Messrs. Skidmore, Owings & Merrill, 
were similarly honoured. The awards 
were presented by Mr. Glenn Stanton, 
national president of the American In- 
sutute of Architects, at the 84th anni- 
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versary dinner of the New York 
Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects at the Hotel Biltmore, New 
York. 


OBITUARY 


The death has occured, on March 
21, of Mr. Robert Raeburn Grieve, 
F.R.LA.S., F.R.1.B.A., at Edinburgh 


COMING EVENTS 


Royal Institute of British Architects. 


April 10 tll May 2. Monday- 
Friday 10-7, Saturday 10-5. Exhibi- 
tion of Mural Paintings, at 66, Portland 
Place, W.1 


The Royal 
Surveyors. 
April 13 at 5.30 p.m. Ordinary 

General Meeting. Address on 

“ Modern Housing Construction,” by 

R. W. Wates, at 12, Great George 

Street, S.W.1. 

April 15 at 6 p.m. General Meeting. 
Address on “ Quantities and Qualities,” 
by Richard Sheppard, F.R.LB.A., at 
12, Great George Street, S.W.1 


Institution of Chartered 


The Illuminating Engineering Society 
April 14 at 6 p.m. Sessional Meet- 

ing. A paper on “ Sports Lighting,” pre- 

sented by M. W. Peirce, at the Light- 


ing Service Bureau, 2, Savoy Hill, 
W.C.2 


Royal Society of Arts. 

April 15 at 2.30 p.m. Talk on 
“ Materials Handling and Processing,” 
by L. Landon Goodman, _ B.Sc., 
A.M.I.Mech.E., A.M.LELE., of the 
British Electrical Development Asso- 
ciation, at John Adam Street, W.C.2 


Council for Visual Education, Annual 

Meeting. 

April 15 at 2.15 p.m. Speaker, Sir 
Hugh Casson, on “Architecture and the 
Decorative Arts.” Sir Patrick Aber- 
crombie will preside. The Housing 
Centre, 13, Suffolk Street, S.W.1 


Institute of Landscape Architects 


April 16 at 6 p.m. “The Historical 
Evolution of the English Landscape,” 
by Professor H. C. Darby, O.B.E., 
M.A., Ph.D., at the Housing Centre, 
13, Suffolk Street, Haymarket, S.W.1 


Society of Chemical Industry. 


April 16 at 6 p.m. Annual General 
Meeting. “ Road Surfaces as Reflectors 
of Light, from the Point of View of 
Street Lighting,” by A. W. Christie, of 
the Road Research Laboratory, Dept 
of Scientific and Industrial Research, at 
The Building Centre, Store Street, 
W.C.1 
Whitechapel Art Gallery. 

April 9-May 31. Daily 11-6, Sunday 
2-6, Closed Mondays. Exhibition of 
XXth Century Form in Painting, 


Sculpture and Architecture, at High 
Street, E.1. 





Leamington House from East 


PADDINGTON BOROUGH HOUSING 


Architect: R. A. JENSEN 
Director of Housing, Paddington 


tavistock road 
Assistant Architect Miss B. COOK 
LEAMINGTON HOUSE 


HIS small ‘block of 12 flats repre- 
sents one solution to a problem 
which increasingly concerns Metropoli- 


villes 


tan Boroughs and other authorities 
with closely built-up areas which have 
suffered a degree of War Damage. 
Most of the major sites having now 


road 


either been redeveloped or plans are 
well advanced for so doing, and it is 
only the small sites, usually with a 
limited frontage, which now remain SITE PLAN 
available for permanent housing 


leamington 


schemes unless considerable decanting utilized to the greatest possible advantage as far as possible, and turn to 
operations are resorted to. extent, and for that reason the good account the undulations in the 
Since these small sites are both floor levels vary; with some of site 
limited in frontage and usually in the flats accessible from a_ balcony As will be observed, the site is on a 
depth, and involve relationships with leading off the full landing, and others corner, thereby leading to some elastic 
existing buildings, they present certain at half landing level. Where some _ ity and freedom at least on one flank 
practical difficulties. In the case of this under-building could not be avoided Four-storey terrace houses with base 
scheme there were, moreover, other the space has been put to profitable use ments adjoin the other flank and, 
difficulties involved in the peculiar — by the inclusion of storage accommoda- although the existence of this property 
levels of the site. tion for prams, cycles and trunks, etc. could not dictate the design, its exist- 
In order to avoid excessive un- Furthermore, the garden lay-out has ence had to be recognized 


der-building existing levels have been been planned in such a way as to take The accommodation pr 
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sists of 8 three-room flats, which are 
sul the greatest need, and 4 two-room 


‘ 


flats disposed in four storeys. Four ot 


the flats have direct staircase access and 
the remainder balcony access, for 
reasons already indicated All have 
private balconies accessible from living- 
rooms and have habitable rooms facing 
South. 


The rent level of these flats was a 














critical part of the problem which it 





was set out to solve, and which, in- PRAUSTORES 
deed, was solved. This involved a 


minimum specification of the utmost 


simplicity, but, at the same time, reten 
tion of good housing standards. Whilst, 
therefore, the scheme has proved to be 
a sound one economically, it is, at the 
same time, not noticeably devoid of any 
of the essentials. Luxuries such as 
heated drying cupboards, however, 
were considered to be an item that 
could well be dispensed with, and for 
this reason and because, even in Lon- 
don it is thought by many to be desi! 


able, arrangements have been specific- 


ally made for the outdoor airing of 
washing 

The construction is in reasonably 
orthodox system of load bearing ex 
ternal and spine brick walls with 
cellular clinker partitions and hollow 
ule reinforced concrete floors and roof 





i 





The bricks used externally are a yellow 
colour concrete, and this brick has also 
[Continued overle 


Leamington House from South 
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ELEVATION. PORTNALL ROAD SCHEME 
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New 
Sports 


Pavilion 


FOR THE STEEL 
COMPANY OF WALES 
Abbey Works 


tree a Phreds 


ARCHITEC Fs: 
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HE building has two storeys, faces both a terrace and a balcony looking directly over the square and main 


rugby pitch 


The main entrance to the building is on the north side, opening into the staircase-hall, which gives access to the changing 


rooms, lavatory accommodation, the club room and warden’s flat on the first floor, and the terrace on the south side of 
the building. 


The changing accommodation, all of which is situated on the ground floor, consists of four men’s changing rooms, the 


two largest being 24ft x 12ft each, and the smaller ones /8ft x I2ft each. There is separate changing accommodation 


for women with their own entrance and lavatory and toilet accommodation, also a changing room for boys. 


The male lavatory block comprises eleven shower baths, six wash-hand basins, four W.C.s and urinals. On the 


ground floor there is also the boiler room to accommodate the gas-fired heating boiler, a sports store opening from the 
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72ft x 30ft and has a large bar with a 
kitchen behind capable of preparing 
sandwiches and light meals for serving 
in the club-room. The warden’s flat 
is also on the first floor at the west end 
of the building, the accommodation 
comprising a_ living dining room, 
kitchen, double bedroom, bathroom 
and W.C., with ample built-in storage 
and clothing cupboards. 

The building is constructed with 
part load-bearing walls and part steel 
frame, due to the necessity of economy 
in the use of steel during the period of 
construction. The external finishes 
are mainly silver grey Tyrolean ren- 
dering with golden brown facing 
bricks to the terrace wall and external 
steps. 

The circular concrete columns sup- 
porting the lower balcony have a bush 


hammered surface. 


Sports Pavilion 


Abbey Works 


ARCHITECTS: 
SIR PERCY THOMAS & SON 





H. W. WILLIAMS 
PRIZE $932 


A Multi-Storey 
Car Park 


ATERSON 
A 


This prize, which is awarded by 
the Liverpool Architectural Society, 
had as its subject a Multi-Storey 
Car Park. The prize was won 
jointly by Mr. Neale T. Evans, 
B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., David N 
Skinner, and Mr. K. W. Paterson, 
A.R.1.B.A.,whose design is illustra 


ted on this and the following pages 


Below: Section and Ground 


Floor plan. 
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Multi-Storey Car Park: South Elevation and Typical Floor Plan 


PLANNING : Access is limited to one end for ease of supervision. Great Charlotte street was chosen so that half the 
building could be erected on existing vacant land. It is also the wider street. Vehicles are to ascend and descend whilst 
travelling round the building anti clockwise. The four sets or ramps ensure access even if one set becomes obstructed 
All turning circles are based on a 20ft radius. Access to the petrol filling station is normally by the narrower crossing 
from the street, but cars may afterwards proceed straight on the ramps. The station may also be used when leaving 
the car park. Standing is provided at the rear of the pumps for petrol delivery lorries with turning circles larger than 
20ft—access is at one point only—to two lifts on one staircase. Access from level to level on each floor is 

by pedestrian refuge ways linking two staircases on each side of the building. There are thus four 

staircases giving on to the street at the lowest level. Apart from the servicing pits, there is n 

monoxide fumes could accumulate. 


CONSTRUCTION : Main upper floors are to be of 4in reinforced concrete folded slab over bay, si: 

by 30ft wide, stiffened at free edges. This has the advantage of lightness, strength and stiffening 
parallel to Cases street. Columns are shaped to give stiffening in the other direction, being redu 
corresponding to shear diagram. The main structure is built in four structurally independent sect 

levels. Expansion of the main structure is thus reduced to manageable proportions. Al! ramps are 
structure. They are constructed of prestressed concrete slabs hinged at the top and sliding at the bottom 
rollers are installed at the leading edge of each ramp to ensure that cars centre themselves on the ramp. A 
have r.c. flights enclosed in Yin b:ick towers. All main ground floor partitions in 9in brickwork 


FINISHES : Externally exposed concrete surfaces—retarder painted on formwork and aggregate ext 
after removal of formwork. Brickwork to be finished in dark brown wirecut facings with flush joints 
mortar. Brick was chosen as an alternative to concrete for a contrast in colour and texture. All windo 
cream, all protective railings, etc., Swedish red. Total accommodation 500 cars. 
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TERRAZZO STALL OGARD 
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Annual Meeting of Norwich 


and District Association of 


Building Trade Employers 

At the 
Norwich and 
Building Trades Employers held at the 


annual meeting of the 


District Association of 


Castle Hotel, Norwich, the regional 
president, Mr. P. J. C. West, told 
members that he thought the scope for 
private enterprise house building was 
considerable and the extensive repre- 
sentations made by the National 
Federation had produced results. Price 
was now the deciding factor. “It is 
of the greatest importance that we 
should examine every aspect of the 
organization of our industry to ensure 
that prices are kept down,” he said 
“All too often the builder is criticized 
for high prices because he happens to 
be the last man in a fairly long chain 
in the process of producing buildings 
“It is important to remember that 
perhaps 60 per cent or more of the 
price of our finished product is for 
materials, where prices are entirely out- 
side our control. It is natural that we 
should look to the manufacturers and 
distributors of material to play their 
part in bringing down prices.” 
Commenting on the shortage of land, 
Mr. West said: “ There is no point in 
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having freedom to build privately when 
land is short and, because of shortage, 
it a premium. I feel more can be 
done by the Government and local 
iuthorities to make available at reason- 
ible prices land for private develop- 
ment.” 


He also dealt with the problem of 
building workers’ hours during the 
ummer. In Norwich, members were 
concerned that the summer working 
day was eight hours instead of the 
eight-and-a-half operating in the rest 
of the region. “It certainly is sur- 
prising to reflect that the normal work- 
ing day in summer time should be 
limited in Norwich to eight hours, 
while elsewhere another two-and-a- 
half hours a week are being worked.” 
[he Association was now seeking to 
have the hours extended. 


The material supply position now 
howed some improvement, with the 
exception of bricks, supplies of which 
were still inadequate for the needs of 
builders, he continued. The long de- 
livery dates being quoted had a very 
real bearing on production and he sug- 
gested that every effort should be made 
to save bricks and use substitutes where 
possible 


Commenting that the membership of 
the region remained at just over 2,000, 


Multi-Storey Park: 


Detail 


Mr. West said that the Norwich 
Association was by far the largest in 
the region and had played an out- 
standing part in its progress. He con- 
gratulated those who had helped to 
stem the recent floods and repair the 
damage. 

The meeting decided to send a reso- 
lution to both the Norwich and the 
Norfolk educational authorities stating 
that the Association was not satisfied 
with the present standard of education. 
The resolution was proposed by Mr. 
R. Norgate and seconded by Mr. M. J. 
Youngs and passed unanimously. 


Mr. Norgate said that many lads who 
came into the trade could not assimu- 
late the teaching of the Norwich City 
College. The standards might satisfy 
the educationalists but they were not 
good enough for boys entering the 
trade. Mr. Youngs was in full agree- 
ment. “The sooner we get back to 
the basic essentials of education and 
cut out visits to museums the better 
it will be,” he said. 


Officers elected for the coming year 
were: President, Mr. R. E. Carter; 
Senior Vice-President, Mr. H. R. 
Wilkins; Junior Vice-President, Mr. 
N. Howard; Hon. Treasurer, Mr. S. T. 
Gill; Hon. Assistant Sec., Mr. C. H 
Sutton. 
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NEW PRESTRESSED BRIDGE 


at Hunters Inn, North Devon 


CARNEGIE, C.B.E., M.1.Mun.E. 
County Surveyor 


ww; BM. GIFFERD. B8.5c.. A. Mii.C.£. 


Consulting Engineer 


Dane the Lynmouth disaster last August ten 
bridges were destroyed. The Martinhow Bridge at 
Hunters Inn is one of the first to be replaced with a 
permanent structure. 

The opportunity was taken to realign the road and 
widen the river Heddon, the new scheme calling for a 
span of 40ft with a skew angle of 57 degrees, also the 
depth of the structure was to be as little as possible 
to allow for a considerable rise in the water level. 
Therefore it was decided to use prestressed concrete. 
It was not possible to use full length precast beams and 
the ‘* Udall Beam System "’ was adopted. 

The first picture shows hollow trough units placed 
head to tail with a solid anchor block at each end. In 
each beam are three prestressing cables, held in 
position by diaphragms at regular intervals, two cables 
are pre-tensioned and one, covered with a plastic 
sheath, is post-tensioned three days after concreting 
has taken place. The Freyssinet system of prestressing 
was used. 
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The second picture shows the concrete being placed 
and a poker vibrator being used to ensure a good bond 
to the pre-tensioned cables. Transverse cables can be 
seen in thin plastic sheaths for post-tensioning; on the 
right are the transverse anchor cones and reinforcement 
to strengthen the lip containing these cones. 

The third picture shows the finished bridge deck ; 
the anchor cones have been covered with special 
facing units which also carry a timber parapet fence ; 
the edges are protected by a method of waterproofing 

The bridge deck, despite bad weather, was completed 
in the equivalent of three weeks’ working time at a 
cost of 35s. per sq. ft. The stone-faced mass con 
abutments and the timber parapet fence were designed 
and built by Devon County Council. The main con- 
tractors were J. J. Udall’s Building ¢ Ltd., of 
Southampton, and the precast units were made by 
the Liverpool Artificial Stone Co. Ltd. 


rete 


“tt The completed bridge 
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if is not my intention in this article 
to try to show you how to evade 
paying Income Tax—even if I knew 
how—but to explain, particularly to the 
younger architect who is considering 
commencing in practice, what you 
might rightfully claim against your 
business 


Income Tax is, for some mysterious 
reason, a subject which is never, as far 
as I can ascertain, mentioned in books 
On professional practice nor spoken 
about in classes dealing with this sub- 
ject. One is just left to struggle along 
as best as one can with the subject, or 
should I say with the Inspector of 
l'axes, whose job is naturally to try to 
extract as much as possible from the 
returns you make. As everyone appears 
to look upon Income Tax as fair game 
for a certain amount of latitude of the 
conscience, this attitude of the In 
spector is understandable. , J am 
informed that if everyone paid his 
rightful amount the rate of tax could 
no doubt be reduced by 1s 1n the £ 


My first advice is to secure the ser- 
vices of a chartered accountant. This 
is not a waste of money by any means, 
but, as I myself have proved, can be a 
saving and does lift a tremendous load 
off your shoulders. I know full well 
that you can prepare your own 
accounts and submit them to _ the 
Income Tax Authorities, but it is false 
economy. You are not trained as an 
accountant and why then should you 
try to do his work? You expect clients 
to come to you when they wish to build 
a house because you are an expert 
The same principle applies. Don’t try 
to do it on the cheap by getting 
someone in an accountant’s office to do 
it in his spare time; go and place your 
whole business in the hands of a quali- 
fied accountant He can be a tower of 
strength to you on any point dealing 
with accounts 


I have found it pays to have my 
accounts audited and certified by my 
accountant. There is no denying that 
they carry far more weight with the 
Inspector of Taxes than if I had made 
them up myself. I leave the accountant 
to do all my negotiations with the 
Inspector. I must point out that an 
accountant worth his salt will not allow 
any “cooking” of the accounts, but on 
the other hand he will see that you are 
illowed every penny due to you and 
will fight hard if he thinks you are not 
getting a fair deal 


If you do not know of 
or perhaps you know of 
name only and have no guide to their 
ibility, I would suggest you seek an 
interview with the Chief Inspector of 
Taxes. Don’t be put off with a counter 
clerk. Make an appointment to se 
him, explain your case and ask his 
advice as to with whom you should 
place your business. Not only will he 
be flattered but you can rest assured 
that whom he advises is honest and is a 
person whose word ts accepted with the 
Inspector. This you will find from 


an accountant 
a number by 
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AND 
later experience to be a valuable asset 
in your favour. 

Having secured the name of a suit- 
able accountant, fix up an appointment 
with him as soon as possible. If you 
ire just commencing in business for 
yourself, he will advise you on that un- 
fortunately necessary evil (or so I 
think), bookkeeping. If you can, from 
the beginning, commence with a simple 
but effective bookkeeping system, half 
your battle is won. I plead guilty to 
having a most haphazard system (not 
even a system) my first year until I 
ought the advice of an accountant. 

Whilst bookkeeping could easily 
form the subject of a separate article, 
I found that to begin with all I needed 
was a postage book, petty cash book, 
fees book and ledger. 

Without some sort of system of 
books such as outlined above, you will 
great difficulty in making up at 
the end of the year a profit and loss 
account, and a balance sheet. For 
Income Tax purposes I find the 4th of 
April the best day to close my books, 
as this is the end of the tax year. You 
need not take this date and in fact 
there is often advantage in selecting a 
date one year from the date on which 
you commenced your practice. 

As an architect in private practice, 
you are entitled by law to be regarded 
is carrying On your own profession as 
in architect and thereby will be 
sessed under Schedule D, Class II 
allows you to submit to the 
Income Tax Authority a profit and loss 
account. This does not mean that you 
need incur a loss but rather that you 
will not be taxed on the full amount of 
fees earned. You are entitled to deduct 
all expenses necessarily incurred in the 
execution of your profession as an 
architect You don’t imagine that 
these would amount to much until you 
commence on your own account. You 
will then find that they are more 
numerous and costly than you ever 
imagined. You will find it. advan- 
tageous to keep a record of everything, 
particularly when tax is so high. 

What can be entered as expenditure 
for tax purposes? I will mention in 
the first instance the straightforward 
items and deal with the controversial 
ifterwards l Salaries, excluding 
2) Secretarial fees if you 


have 


is 
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have your typing done outwith your 
office 3) Postages. (4) Telephone 
account 5) Stationery (including 
ledgers, et 6) Repairs to and re- 
newal of office equipment. (7) Travel- 
ling and subsistence. (8) Insurance 
of staff and office. (9) Renewal (but 
not original cost) of reference books, 
et 10) Periodicals, if reasonably 
necessary in the performance of the 
york of architect. (11) Subscriptions 
to professional institutions connected 
with architecture. (12) Rent, rates, 
lighting, heating, repairs to building, 
cleaning, etc., of the rooms used by the 
irchitect. If the rooms are used solely 
for the purpose of an office the full 

st of above can be charged. If the 


your 
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TAX 
office is part of the architect’s house a 
proportion of the total cost of the items 
may be charged. 

The above twelve items are by no 
means hard and fast. They could no 
doubt be added to but they are in- 
tended as a guide. 

The controversial subjects include 
entertaining expenses. These will be 
allowed if incurred wholly necessarily 
and exclusively for the purposes of per- 
forming the profession of an architect. 
This is an item with which your 
accountant may have some difficulty in 
securing an arrangement with the 
Revenue Authorities as they are apt, 
through past abuses, to be very con- 
servative on the subject. If, however, 
you can show that they have been 
necessarily incurred, insist on = an 
allowance. 

The question of travelling allowance 
has been a bone of contention with 
many firms. ‘There is no difficulty 
regarding expenses incurred if one 
travels on business by train or bus or 
even air, but when it comes to a Car, 
well the fun commences. If a car is 
kept solely for office use, all the 
expense of running and maintaining the 
car can be included, as can the depre- 
ciation. If, however, you use the car 
for your Own private use as well as the 
office, I suggest you work out a fair 
(another word for honest!) proportion 
of the cost and charge it in your 
balance sheet. I make a note of the 
mileage for each job and general office 
running and also my own private run- 
ning. If, therefore, the Tax Authorities 
doubt the amount I can supply my 
accountant with supporting evidence of 
my claim. 

I have always had difficulty in under- 
standing, although I have had the point 
most carefully explained, why if I buy, 
say, Office furniture, I can’t include 
this item in my returns, Certain items 
such as furniture, typewriters, etc., are 
looked upon as capital, or in the words 
of the Tax Authority as “plant and 
machinery.” 

Do not forget that once your office 
furniture has been used it is second- 
hand and therefore you should see that, 
in your annual accounts, these items are 
included at their correct market value. 
A sum should be included in your 
statement for depreciation. This will 
reflect in your profit and loss account 
and thereby present at the year’s end a 
true picture of your financial stability. 

Whilst you cannot include items such 
as the above, you can, if you have had 
to borrow the money to buy them, in- 
clude the interest charged against the 
loan. Your banker will provide you 
with a yearly certificate of interest 
charged 

There may be points which I have 
not touched upon that are relevant to 
this subject, particularly for the young 
architect. Income Tax is a _ subject 
which can cause a needless amount of 
worry, other than having to find the 
amount demanded. 


MAURICE TAYLOR 
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MODEL 
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School of 
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at the 


Arts and Crafts, Nottingham 


| 2 gerd knowledge of the behaviour 
of structural elements should 
form part of the curriculum of archi- 
tectural students. The following 
sketch design was set towards that 
end. 

Two identical beams of any form 
and to span 2ft had to be built, their 
width not exceeding 2in nor their 
depth. The materials to be used were 
limited to .|.in Balsa Wood sheeting, 
qgin ~ ain Balsa strips and 5 amp. 
copper fuse wire. The efficiency of 
the beams, to be tested to destruction, 
to be calculated on the ratio self- 
weight of beams to load carried ; 
load to be applied on two 2in strips 
1/3 length from each end. 

The materials and sizes were 
selected to make the experiment as 
close to reality as possible. The com- 
bination of Balsa Wood and copper 
wire was chosen to make possible 
steel, steel and conc., and concrete 
design forms. Comparison on the 
ratio selected allowed the greatest 
variety of solutions and brought into 
play the critical point of economy. 


Result : The drama of the testing 
attracted the whole school, staff and 
students. The behaviour of the beams 
approximated sufficiently to’ reality to 
make the tests valuable lessons in 
construction. Box beams, curved 
laminated trusses, trusses with Balsa 
compression and wire tension mem- 
bers, solid and triangulated space 
frames, plated girders and some 
rather dubious original designs were 
among the submissions. 

On the whole the strength of beams 
was surprising, and the spectacle of 
two Balsa Wood beams 2in » lin 
carrying a load of over | cwt (68 kg., 
800 times their own weight) proved 
exciting and unexpected. The pre- 
pared test loads of bricks and sand 
had to be supplemented by hastily 
weighed additional bricks placed in 
buckets, two high, on top of the loading 
frame already suspending the originally 
designed container. 

A box beam closely followed by a 
space frame and another box beam 
with curved boom and _ prestressed 
tension members proved to be best, 
and in a class by themselves. The 
curved laminated truss came next. 

Bad model making influenced the 
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|. Plate girder. Gordon Cheney. Failure, due to shear, occurred a 


mistake during manufacture of beam. The holes made in the web c¢ 


2. Curved laminated beam. M. J. Topliss. Failure was due to shear 

under loads and subsequently in the tension member. The tensio 

some of the material in it could have been used to make the con 
box section, giving greater strength without increasing 


3. Box beam. Jf. D. Pike. 


The beam sheared along its top flange due to failure o 
glue joint. 





Space frame. Marsden. The two beams failed simultaneously through she 


A vertical stack of bricks 2ft higher than shown 


in photo was required to produce failure. 
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Curved laminated beam } . Below:—Box beam. 
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results very much less than had been 
anticipated. The experiment made 
clear that many improvements are 
possible. There is considerable doubt 


whether the copper wire is the best 
material ; its lack of elasticity and 
tendency to stretch are undesirable 
qualities. 

The rigid loading frame tended 


TOWN PLANNING, 


HOUSING AND LOCA. 
TION OF INDUSTRY 


Statement by Executive Committee of the 
Town and Country Planning Association 

The Executive deplore any pressure 
on housing authorities to increase the 
proportion of flats in their schemes. 
This would be in effect an abandon- 
ment of one of the prime purposes of 
town, and country planning—that of 
making possible both redevelopment 
and new development on standards of 
housing density satisfactory to the 
people of the country. 

All surveys of opinion on preferences 
in types of dwellings have shown that 
the vast majority of British people (of 
the order of 90-95 per cent) prefer 
houses and gardens to flats. The latest 
confirmation of this is the experience 
of the new towns: for example, Craw- 
ley, Hemel Hempstead, Welwyn and 
Hatfield, who find the demand for flats 
does not exceed 5 to 7} per cent. 

Of course, a somewhat larger pro- 
portion tolerate flats where the alter- 
native is a long journey to work; and 
the Executive have previously 
expressed the view that in central city 
areas up to 20 per cent of flats may be 
necessary and reasonably acceptable, 
and in some parts of those areas higher 
percentages may be unavoidable. But 
in 1952 20 per cent of all dwellings 
built by public authorities, in large and 
small towns and the country together, 
were flats—which is too many already. 
In London County from 1945 to 1951 
only 2,630 houses were built as com- 
pared with 26,386 flats. 

As stated by the “Living in Flats” 
Committee (Chairman, Mr. Henry 
Brooke, M.P.): “For one class of 
family in particular, the family with 
several children, it is well-nigh impos- 
sible to provide in flats a wholly suit- 
able environment.” 


Economy of High Building 

If building flats on expensive city 
sites were economical, there would be 
a conflict of what we desire and what 
we could afford. In the past there were 
economic and military arguments for 
building upwards. ‘To-day the situa- 
tion is reversed. What is socially and 
personally the more desirable is also 
the cheaper. It is urged in favour of 
high building that it would save farm 
land, which it would to a very small 
extent, and would thus enhance home 
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to cut into the compression flanges 
as beams bent ; this could be taken 
care of by hinging or pivoting the 
frame members. 

The help given by the Nottingham 
and District Technical College, both 
with equipment and in the critting, 
contributed greatly to the value of the 
exercise. Architects arid engineers 


food production; but this latter is on 
balance doubtful, and in any case in 
this country’s circumstances could not 
be conclusive. 

The Executive holds that the con- 
servation of good farm land for food 
production is a very important aim in 
planning, and that one of the major 
virtues of the Act of 1947 is that it has 
in fact removed over vast areas the 
threat of misuse by scattered and badly 
planned development. But the aim of 
providing efficient conditions for 
industry, and good communities and 
houses for the urban as weil as the 
rural population, is also important. It 
is only in respect of a relatively small 
area that these two aims are in conflict, 
and in judgments within this margin 
economic costs, as well as the effects on 
living and working amenities, cannot 
wisely be disregarded. 

The Executive consider that, for 
normal family housing, a density in 
excess of 15 houses a net acre, includ- 
ing internal roads and forecourts, but 
not including any public open space, is 
unsatisfactory. 

The amount of land that can be 
saved by substituting flats for houses 
at 15 (about 52 persons) an acre, is 
insignificant in comparison with the 
cost. For example, at this density 
10,000 houses (for 35,000 people) would 
occupy 666 acres, and 10,000 flats at 
35 an acre would occupy 286 acres 
Under the Housing Act of 1952 the 
combined subsidies on 10,000 houses, 
capitalized at 4) per cent for 60 years, 
amount to £7,690,000; and the sub- 
sidies on 10,000 flats with lifts, on the 
cheapest city land (£1,500-£4,000 an 
acre), similarly capitalized, are 
£18,600,000. Thus the nation incurs 
an extra capital cost of £10,910,000 for 
a land economy of 380 acres; £28,700 
extra is spent for each acre “saved.” 
If land prices in the large cities are 
taken into account the cost to the 
nation is far greater. The rents for 
the flats and houses are much the same; 
the average floor area of the flats is in 
practice usually considerably smaller 
than that of the houses. 

Further, food from home gardens, 
which has health value as well as finan- 
cial value, is sacrificed. In addition, 
these gardens form a widely distributed 
reserve capable of full use in an 
emergency. 

The amount of capitalized subsidy 
saved by avoiding flat building is not 
an abstract figure. It corresponds 
approximately to the difference in the 
actual expenditure on the development 


and Building N , April 1953 
were agreed that the programme had 
demonstrated clearly many principles 
of construction and design, which 
remain unappreciated after lectures 
and study. Here was circumstantial 
evidence of the close relation between 
theory and practice in structure ; a 
vital lesson was learned ina vivid way 
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and building of the two types of dwell 
ings at the time of construction. The 
10,000 flats use materials and labour to 
the extent ol almost the whole 
£10,910,000 more than is used for the 
10.000 houses If only part of thi: 
excess expenditure were diverted to 
improving and reclaiming cultivable 
land, improving farm 
agricultural research, it 
lasting national assets, 
nent increases in our food 
add to the prosperity of the 
community 


The Area of Land in Question 


While reiterating their re« 
the importance of not wasting 
farm land, the Executive consider that 
the threat to agricultural land from 
housing, new town and town exten 
sions has been grossly 
They believe that (unle the popula 
tion much increases) the dispersal 
from congested places in Great Britain 
to permit of velopment 
tandards, is very un 
likely to exceed a further million 
people. Housing these at an average 
of ten families an acre would only use 
143,000 acres. If (which is very un 
likely) all of them, and their dispersed 
industries, schools, shops, public build 
ings and open spaces, had to be pro 
vided for in entirely new town develop 
ment over the next 20 they 
would occupy (at 14 persons an acre 
for all urban purposes) only a furthe 
357,00 acres of various classes of land, 
not all of it agricultural Phe 
agricultural land in Great Britain 1s 
about 45,000,000 acres (of which 
29,000,000 acres are arable and grass 
and about 16,000,000 acre ire rough 
grazing), in addition to woods and 
forests 

It is, of course, important 
siting new housing or urban develop 
ments, care should be taken to avoid a 
far as practicable the use of land of 
high fertility and the severance of indi 
vidual farms 

When the potential food production 
from home gardens and allot 
ments 1s taken into acount it is impos 
sible to regard a withdrawal of } per 
cent to 1 per cent of rural land t 
housing and town development as a 
serious menace to the food 
supply. It is not sufficient to justfy an 
attempt to coerce or persuade the 
British people to abandon standards 
and ideals of home living that are 
deeply implanted in the national 
character 
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Swiss Housing Estates 


Julius Maurizio Les Edition 
d@’Architecture, Erlenbach-Zurich 


M* MAURIZIO’S book is an 
account of the housing work of 
various authorities all Swit 
zerland during the decad rom 
1940 wll 1950 The production i: 
excellent, the considerable number of 
plans and drawings a welcome help and 
their readability an example for imita 
uion to those editors who specialize in 
“postage-stamp” reproductions of 
drawings The text is informative 
readable and short: all assets. 

In considering the subject the first 
impression is One of greater unison ol 
design than has been apparent before; 
there are fewer local characteristics 
though here and there the use of differ 
ent materials achieves welcome variety 
On the whole, one cannot expect from 
a small country like Switzerland much 
architectural regionalism in its present 
housing work and while there are 
natural differences between north and 
south these would appear to be less out 
standing than the common ties of a 
kindred architectural approach which 
can be distinguished everywhere 

In the actual planning of houses 
there exists considerable variety: all 
types are used detached, semi-detached 
and terrace and the standard of plan- 
ning and detail design is normally very 
high. As regards floor areas these are 
now very similar to those used at pre 
sent in this country and for that reason 
the study of these plans should be of 
particular interest. It is also a pleasant 
surprise to see that this well-cultivated 
planning ground still can yield new and 
improved solutions; Cramer, Joray and 
Paillard’s terrace housing “ Rainacker ”’ 
at Rekingen is quite excellent and 
measures up to the highest standards 
The carefully studied and detailed 
plans of these architects belong with 
out doubt to the most intelligent solu 
tions that have come forth and the 
architectural treatment keeps pace with 
the excellence of planning 

here are, too, several very interest 
ing arrangements of flats and in the 
treatment of the difficult problem of 
kitchen and dining space useful sug 
gestions have been made following a 
trend which appears to have originated 
in Sweden. Architecturally the low 
ind medium high block of flats con- 
tinues the theme of the typical terrace 
house and, therefore, the Swiss archi 
tect should find the problem of blend 
ing houses and flats in mixed develop- 
ment a relatively easy task 

On the other hand, the point block 
has made its entry and is successfully 
handled with efficient floor plans 
though the matter of orientation must 
remain an inherent difficulty in this 
type of building: a comparatively large 
number of relatively not well-orientated 
rooms cannot be avoided 
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[he most impressive feature of this 
housing work is the excellent site plan- 
ning throughout with particular atten- 
tion to natural features; in spite of this 
t has nearly always been possible to 
achieve an efficient and well-orientated 
without forcing an issue or a 
Chis in a country that abounds 
loping sites 1s an achievement in 
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As to the architectural expression 
tendency has always been for quiet 
well-being and this may, perhaps, be a 
ource of disappointment to those who 
strong contrast and dramatk 
with good architecture; 
they even expect it in domestic work 
ind are wont to sidepass real achieve 
ments without noticing them. Super 
ficially these Swiss dwellings are modest 
ind simple, but their detailing is 
superb. Real appreciation of simple 
architecture depends upon a good and 
vell-trained eye 
Altogether this record of Swiss 
work has come out at an 
opportune time for this country. Since 
pace standards have, unfortunately, 
been reduced in England the study of 
the simple and economic Swiss housing 
hemes will be rewarding for the 
irchitect who has to grapple with 
similar problems. 
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Modern Architectural 
Design 


Published 


Price 25s. 


by Howard Robertson 
by Architectural Press 


EADERS who were receiving their 
architectural education in the 
1930s will recall the first edition of 
Howard Robertson’s “ Modern Archi- 
tectural Design” which quickly be 
came a standard textbook on_ the 
ubject of architectural expression. 
Che book has now been out of print for 
many years and this new edition is 
therefore very welcome, particularly as 
the book has been considerably revised, 
reset and new illustrations have been 
used in place of the original ones. The 
book is a sequel to the author’s “ The 
Principles of Architectural Composi- 
tion,” and as he states in the preface, 
it is an attempt to deal with certain 
aspects of design from the standpoint 
of a practising architect of the present 
day The form of the book has not 
hanged a great deal from the original 
edition and it is interesting to note that 
the text is still as relevant to-day as it 
was when the book was first published. 
Mr. Robertson deals with the question 
of programme, organization, and plan, 
tructure, materials for the exterior, 
expression, internal details, interior 
decoration, the house, and the modern 
movement in architectural education. 
he chapter on external details is of 
particular interest as it underlines the 
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necessity for more care in the detailing 
of contemporary buildings, pointing 
out very rightly that many modern 
buildings rely on their detail design for 
their ultimate success. The chapter on 
materials for the exterior deals with 
many of the traditional and contem- 
porary materials in common use and 
offers suggestions for improved detail- 
ing and a more careful use of materials 
The author appears to be particularly 
impressed by the work of Mies van de 
Rohe whose extremely careful and 
refined detail in relation to the propor 
tions of his buildings contributed much 
to their success. 

This new edition of the book is very 
thoroughly illustrated with  photo- 
graphs’ and drawings of practically all 
the well-known modern buildings both 
in this country and abroad and it Is to 
be hoped that architectural students of 
the present generation will find this 
publication as useful as those of the 
1930s. It is indeed a good omen that 
this new edition of Modern Architec 
tural Design should be published at the 
beginning of the author’s term of office 
as President of the R.I.B.A. and con- 
temporary architects will particularly 
appreciate a President who has not only 
heard of Corbusier, Mies van de Rohe 
and Gropius, but also has a genuine 
appreciation of their work and their 
contribution to the architecture of the 
twentieth century. E. D. M 





Streamlined Specifications 
Standards, Volume 1I— 
Architectural (In Three Pads) 


By Ben John Small. Published by 
Reinhold Publishing Corporation, 
U.S.A. Price 20 dollars per pad. 


N 1939 the magazine Progressive 
| Architecture published its first 
article entitled “ Streamlined Specifica 
tions,” by Horace W. Peaslee, and since 
that date has published — similar 
examples, with the result that in 
America it has been felt that an enure 
book on the subject of Streamlined 
Specifications would be of value. This 
publication has now been achieved and 
the work consists of three pads, No. 1 
covers Contractural items, Site work, 
structural items; No. 2 covers Masonry, 
Weather Protection and Metal work; 
and No. 3 covers Finishing. Stream- 
lined Specifications Standards will 
ultimately consist of Three Volumes of 
Three Pads, the one under review 
being Volume I Architectural; 
Volume 2 will cover Mechanical and 
Electrical work and Volume 3 Equip 
ment of Buildings. The publication 1: 
arranged in a practical fashion as a pad 
rather than a book with text double 
spaced and printed on one side of the 
page only with wide margin for notes 
and amendments. The pads have been 
designed so that individual pages can 
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be removed from the book for the in- 
sertuion of typewritten corrections, or 
sections may be removed entirely for 
the purpose of rearrangement and fil- 
ing. Each page is numbered on both 
sides and the 36 sections grouped into 
seven categories are divided into three 
pads mentioned earlier, 

The text of the volume covers a 
tremendous field and on the basis of 
American practice gives Standard 
Specification Clauses for almost every 
possible condition and type of work. 

While the text of the publication in 
a large measure is not applicable to 
work in this country, the principles of 
the publication appear to be so good 
as to warrant the production of an Eng- 
lish version. The standard of specifi- 
caution writing has not improved in the 
past few years, and there appears to 
be a very strong case for the publica- 
tion of a volume or series of volumes 
of this type, particularly as the method 
of production suggests that the selling 
price could be quite reasonable, especi 
ally if the format of the American pads 
was followed. It is to be hoped that 
an enterprising publisher will be en- 
couraged to commission the production 
of an English version of Streamlined 
Specificauons Standards and if this 
does happen one can foresee a very 
considerable sale for such a publication, 
which could rapidly become not only a 
best seller but an essential instrument 
to be used in every architect’s office. 


E. D. M. 





Coventry: The Development 


Plan 


Published by the 
Council, 1952. 


Coventry City 


FTER so many years of highly 
coloured publications of plans for 
this place and that area, the general 
public may be at first inclined to view 
with suspicion any further literature on 
the subject; but this plan for Coventry 
is distinctly different from what has 
gone before. The chief and really im- 
portant difference is found in the ex- 
planatory paragraph on the title page: 
“This plan shows the way in which 
. areas will be developed.” The 
italics are mine. No longer are we 
faced with suggestions of how areas 
might be developed. No longer are we 
confronted with Utopian essays. In 
this plan for Coventry we are told what 
the City Council intends to do. 
Coventry, because of the growth of 
the motor car industry, expanded more 
rapidly in this century than any other 
large town in the country. It is still 
expanding, and over 13,600 applicants 
are on the housing waiting list. Add to 
this the recommendation of the West 
Midland Plan that: “ Coventry should 
plan for approximately another 40,000 
people as overspill from  Birming- 
ham and the Black Country,” and 
some indication is given of a part 
of the problem. There are many 
others. In some areas the net den- 
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sity of existing housing is over 100 
houses per acre. This has to be reduced 
to a net density of, at most, 100 room 
per acre. There is the problem of war 
damage and the re-siting of industry 
There is the need to: unravel the 
medieval network of streets and create 
a road pattern suitable for modern 
transport All these problems are 
considered in this admirable publica 
tion 

This book not only shows the solu 
tion but, and this is the most difficult 
task, shows how it can be done. The 
analysis of the labour force available 
ind the programme of how it is to be 
directed show very clearly how Coven 
try intends to proceed from paper! 
planning to the reality of bricks and 
mortar Donald Gibson, the City 
Architect and Planning Officer, is to bs 
congratulated on the plan he has pre 
pared, and the Council of Coventry on 
their support of such an endeavour 

CECIL STEWART 





Austria 
By Monk Gibbon 
18s net 


Batsford. Pric: 


HIS is a travel book but, as the 

author makes clear in his preface, 
to be read preferably before or after 
the event. It is not a guide book, but 
something far more rich, rare and 
reminiscent—and more rewarding to 
read. 

Mr. Gibbon has “done” Austria 
almost in the cosh-boys’ as well as the 
globe-trotters’ sense. It would not be 
fair to call the result a muddle: it 1s, 
rather, the cosy confusion of a well- 
loved and lived-in room, where the 
objets dart are mixed up with the 
history homework, the discarded ski- 
kit and the peasant souvenirs. It sug- 
gests the den of a lively, enquiring and 
well-furnished mind. 

Mr. Gibbon is quite disarmingly 
talkative and partisan, but mercifully 
spares us the Austria of “ White Horse 
Inn” (though it is mentioned, if you 
want it), “Autumn Crocus” and the 
rest: there is no Third Man to come 
between the author and the reader, 
horribly true as that character is of the 
immediate post-war period. 

The author gallops us up hill, down 
tal and through my lady’s baroque 
bed-chamber at a cracking pace, paus- 
ing only to toss scraps of history and 
philosophy over his shoulder, at the 
end leaving us (and our £40) quite 
exhausted. A coherent review is 
correspondingly difficult in a short 
space. 

Mr. Gibbon’s architectural animad- 
versions (to seize with relief on one 
element in the “ flavour”) are useful 
and sound: for example, he does not 
underrate Admont and other “little” 
masterpieces too often overshadowed 
by Melk. Nor has he miscalculated 
the relative merits of Maria Saal and 
Gurk. Incidentally, readers may care 
to know that the book’s absence of 
colour which Mr. Gibbon regrets in 
describing the latter’s frescos is to be 
found in Walther Frodl’s Die Gotische 
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troops rather mar hapter 
though for all one OV r. Gibbon 
may have been 
certainly 
international relations 
the whole (except for the black 
to be found in any unit) as wel 
haved as can be expected of 
happy” troops anxious to get 
after the party was over “ dignity 
and docility ” with whi the 
Austrians, according to Mr. Gibbon, 
ignored them was not always readily 
apparent and ometimes earned 
another name, though it was a period 
of nerviness and suspicion. Indeed, 
Mr. Gibbon and other travellers have 
to thank those troops who, through 
specialist officers, did what they could 
about first-aid repairs to monuments 
and art-treasures, sometime without 
very much constructive help from the 
Austrians, for the fact that there is so 
much left to write about and visit 

As one who happened to be con- 
cerned, the reviewer is sorry to have 
to make this small point, but feels that 
somebody ought to 
enjoyment of a most readable book, 
presented and illustrated with the 
attractiveness to be expected of Bats 
fords 
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A History of Civil 
Engineering 
By Hans Straub 
Leonard Hill, Ltd 


Published by 
Price 25 


HIS book has been written in a 

popular manner as an endeavour to 
provide an overall picture of the de- 
velopment of civil engineering The 
publication is a translation from the 
German by E. Rockwell and the book 
covers the development of civil 
engineering from the early Egyptian 
and Babylonian roads and canal works 
and the Roman bridges, and other 
engineering structures up to the civil 
engineering of the 19th century, with a 
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final chapter dealing with the influence 
of engineering construction on modern 
architecture. The book is illustrated 
by a number of photographs. These 
include photographs of early modern 
architecture. One cannot altogether 
agree with the views of the author on 
the question of contemporary archi- 
tecture, or what he refers to as “The 
Technical Style.” His criticisms of the 
Berlin Turbine factory by Peter 
Behrens in particular show a lack of 
appreciation of the importance of this 
early contemporary building. In 
general this book should be useful not 
only to students and engineers in 
assisting them to view their own pro- 
fession in relation to a broad historic 
background, but also to give the lay- 
man an insight into the worid of 
engineering E. D. M 





Dynasty of Ironfounders 


by Arthur Raistrick. Published by 
Longmans, Green and Co. Price 30s 


R. RAISTRICK has 

comprehensive study of Coal- 
brookdale Iron Works which were 
founded by Abraham Darby in Bristol 
in 1699. This book is the result of his 
study, and traces the unbroken history 
of the company through two and a half 
centuries. The book is based upon 
manuscript material hitherto unpub- 
lished, and the result is an interesting 
survey of the foundation and develop- 
ment of an important industrial con- 
cern which in a sense becomes a history 
of the industrial revolution in this 
country. The founders of the Coal- 
brookdale Company were Quakers, and 
the letters published in the book show 
their interest and concern with social 
problems of the times, and their rela- 
tionship with their employees as the 
company developed. Early information 
given in relation to costs and prices are 
of particular interest, and the illustra- 
tions in the book trace the development 
of much of the machines and plant used 
in iron foundry work. The illustra- 
tions include coloured reproductions of 
paintings by Cotman and John Piper 
The appendices give details of early 
accounts of the firm and inventories of 
plant and materials which in themselves 
make fascinating reading. The book is 
extremely well produced and makes a 
record of development over a long 
period of considerable interest. 


E. D. M. 


made a 





Building Construction 
Volume One by W. B. McKay 


Long- 
mans. Price 12s 6d. 
HIS is the 3rd edition of this well- 
known standard work on tradi- 
tional building construction designed 
for a general first year syllabus in 
schools of building and architecture 
and first published in 1938. In the 
new addition figs. 7 (Piers) and 12 
Lintels) have been redrawn; and cer- 
tain details of figs. 58 (casement win- 
dows) and 61 (double hung sashed win- 
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dows) have been modified. Letters 
received in the office of this journal 
from builders’ foremen and others who 
have queries on construction, the 
inswers to which are nearly all in one 
or other of Mr. McKay’s volumes, 
prompt the suggestion that public 
libraries who have not already got these 
books on their technical shelves would 


do well to acquire them. 





Economical Domestic 
Heating 


By Henry Gordon Goddard, M.A., 
F.R.I.B.A. Published by E. & F. N. 
Spon, Ltd., London, 1952. Price 21s. 


HIS book successfully covers the 
worst blind spot in home design, 
and should be read by everyone in- 
terested in an economically warmed 
house. As the author points out in the 
introduction, this book is not intended 
to be exhaustive, and the subject is a 
wide one, however the most recent 
research has been correlated with con- 
temporary practice and summarized 
with reference to capital and running 
economy of fuel and finance 1s 
the keynote 
rhe book begins with a description 
of the physiological requirements for 
comfort and their attainment, and con- 
tinues with a comprehensive survey of 
types of fuel, insulation and ventilation, 
the author makes it quite clear that 
money spent on insulation is a capital 
investment where heating is concerned. 
he next chapters deal with various 
systems of domestic heating concluding 
with an account of the heat pump and 
solar heating, both of which are in their 
early stages in this country. It is writ- 
ten simply enough to be understood by 
the prospective house owner, with the 
help of many clear diagrams, but is 
comprehensive enough (with a biblio- 
graphy of some sixty publications for 
more detailed information) to be of 
great value to the student and architect. 


costs; 





British Plastics Year Book 
1953 
“A Classified Guide to the Plastic In- 
dustry.” 23rd Edition. Iliffe & 


Sons Limited. Price 30s (postage 
Is 3d 562 pages 


HEN the British Plastics Year 
Book was first published in 1931 

it was the first and only reference book 
to the products of the plastics in- 
industry. Throughout the years it has 
increased in scope and value, and it 
remains the only classified guide to the 
products of Britain’s plastics industry. 
The new edition is divided into nine 
sections, three of which are given to 
lassified lists of manufacturers of 
plastics materials, products and equip- 
ment. A further section contains an 
invaluable list of proprietary names 
onnected with plastics, defining the 
product and listing the manufacturers. 
Linked with the classified guides and 
proprietary names list is a directory of 
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manufacturers containing more than 
3,500 important firms and _ their 
addresses; and in addition, the Who’s 
Who section names all the prominent 
figures in the plastics industry. 

Introduced for the first time is a list 
of new companies registered during the 
past year; details include title, address, 
date of registration, capital and direc- 
tors 





Woodwork Tools and 
Their Use 
By Walter Coventon. Hutchinson’s 


Scientific & Technical Publications. 
42s. 304 pp. 


HE author claims that his book ex- 
plains what woodwork tools and 
appliances are for, their relative values, 
how to choose them, how to make them 
work, how to keep them in order and 
how to use them. This excellent book 
does just that. It is written in clear, 
straightforward language and well 
illustrated with line drawings and 
photographs. It is mercifully free of 
pictures of objects no one in his senses 
would wish to make. The chances are 
we may all of us have to set to and 
make things and I cannot imagine any- 
one not profiting from the wisdom and 
advice of Mr. Coventon. His words 
should certainly be read before tools 
are chosen and bought, they will give 
confidence to amateurs and valuable 
advice to professional woodworkers. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Austria, by Monk Gibbon. Published by 
B. T. Batsford, Ltd. Price 18s 

Architectural Detailing, by C. Hornbostel 
and E. A. Bennet. Published by Messrs. 
Chapman & Hall. Price 96s 

1952 Annual Convention of the British 
Wood Preserving Ass. Issued by the 
British Wood Preserving Ass. 

Building Sanitation, by L. B. Escritt. 
Published by Messrs. MacDonald & 
Evans, Ltd. Price 25s. 

Building Construction, Vol, 1, 3rd Edn., 
by Prof. W. B. McKay. Published by 
Messrs. Longmans, Green & Co. Price 
12s 6d. 

Dynasty of TIronfounders. The Darbys 
and Coalbrookdale, by Arthur Raistrick. 
Published by Longmans, Green & Co. 
Price 30s. 

English Architecture Since the Regency. 
An Interpretation by H. S. Goodhart- 
Rendel. Published by Constable. 
Price 25s. 

History of Ciwil Engineering, by Hans 
Straub. Published by Leonard Hill, 
Ltd. Price 25s. 

High Industrial Production with Elec- 
tricity. Published by The British Elec- 
trical Development Ass. Price 9s 

Housing in Denmark, by Esbjorn Hiort 
Published by The Architectural Press 
Price 21s. 

Norwich and the Broads, by J. Wentworth 
Day Published by Batsford, Ltd. 
Price 15s. 

New Design in Exhibitions, by Richard 
P. Lohse. Published by Verlag fur 
Architektur. 

Specifications Standards, by Ben John 
Small, A.I.A. Published by Reinhold 

Town Design, by Frederick Gibberd. 
Published by Architectural Press. Price 
£3 13s 6d. 





HE range of types of bituminous 
roofing felts seems to be ever in- 
creasing and is rapidly nearing the 
number of varieties advertised by a 
well-known tinned food manufacturer. 
It is becoming difficult for most of us 
to keep up with the developments and 
more particularly to know exactly 
where each type should be used as 
each 1s manufactured to meet the re- 
quirements of particular applications. 

There has recently been published 
a new and extended edition of B.S.747 
which attempts to classify the wide 
range of bitumen materials used 
primarily for roofing purposes. Many 
references to the types to be used for 
particular positions are given in 
various of the Codes of Practice, and 
CP.144.101 is devoted entirely to the 
subject of bitumen felt roof coverings 
and their proper installation. B.S.743 
deals with types of bitumen felt 
specially suitable for use as damp 
courses. 

The most important change in the 
new edition of B.S.747 is the inclusion 
of the asbestos-based types of felt 
which assist in the reduction of any 
fire risk associated with the use of 
other types of felt. 

The B.S. now covers four basic 
classes of roofing felts which with 
their sub-divisions, covering differences 
such as types of finish, make a total 
of fourteen varieties. Incidentally, the 
reinforcement mentioned in the fibre 
felt type is a light weight of jute 
hessian and not chicken wire as one 
architect of my acquaintance expected. 
The number of names used in the 
building industry to describe the many 
types of bituminous felt seem to be 
very numerous and diverse and it 
would be helpful to those who specify, 
buy and inspect if the felt manufac- 
turers would confine themselves to the 
B.S. descriptions to eliminate mis- 
understandings. 

I have met many people in the 
building industry who look on felt roof- 
ing as a material essentially for use 
on temporary or  semi-temporary 
buildings, but I think long experience 
has already shown this to be a wrong 
outlook as if the materials are properly 
selected and correctly applied they 
appear to have a very long life. Per- 
sonally, and I emphasize that this is 
only a personal view, unless the roof 
coverings are liable to be subjected to 
traffic, I prefer bitumen felt to asphalt 
for flat roofs and I believe them to 
be less troublesome from the aspect 
of maintenance; even where there is 
traffic, bitumen felt covered with a 
thick screed, tiles or macadam_ has 
proved to be a very efficient roof cover- 
ing for very long periods. 

I notice that the roofing code draws 
attention to the desirability of using 
white reflecting surface finishes to aid 
thermal insulation. From experience, 
these whitened surfaces make a good 
deal of difference to comfort in the 
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rooms below during sunny weather! 
The most economic type of finish I 
have found is white chippings, which 
remain effective so much longer than 
whitewash or paint. Incidentally, great 
care must be taken to select only those 
paint materials which do not have 
deleterious influences on the bitumen 
content of the felt and its surface dress- 
ing. I saw one example of serious 
damage from this cause, and this has 
led me to require any paint or similar 
finish to be included in the roofing con- 
tractor’s work so that he is held re- 
sponsible for any breakdown of the 
bitumen. 

I have, from time to ume, found 
builders carrying out the laying of 
bitumen felt roofing themselves but, 
personally, I believe the specialized 
technique, knowledge and experience 
necessary to make a good job lie only 
in the hands of the reputable specialist 
felt roofing contractors and it is there- 
fore wiser to use them alone; this is 
specially important for larger buildings 
where fixing of insulation and _ hot 
bonding of the layers of felt are re- 
quired. 

I notice care has been taken to en- 
sure that the type references used in 
B.S.743 and in B.S.747 do not overlap, 
and thus all those types intended for 
d.p.c. purposes have a prefix “5,” 
while those for roofing have the pre 
fixes “1” to “4” according to thei! 
class. Although these B.S. primarily 
classify the products, they also give an 
indication of the uses for which each 
type is intended, standardize weights 
and standardize quantities in packages 
It would be helpful if all manufacturers 
would put the B.S. type reference on 
their packages as it would simplify in 
spection on. site. While B.S.747 is 
called a classification, it includes quite 
a lot of information on the materials 
for the bases, saturants, coatings and 
surfacings. It seems that so far tests 
for the quality of roofing felts have 
not been devised, but the new edition 
on the B.S. is likely to be of con- 
siderable assistance to architects in 
keeping them on the right lines when 
writing specifications or comparing 
estimates. 

CP.144.101 is certainly one of the 
most easy of the code publications to 
follow and seems to me to be more 
positive and clear in its statements than 
many of the others. The illustrations 
are clear and sufficient to take care of 
the general methods of dealing with the 
details of normal roofing. Some readers 
of the code may feel it sets an excep 
tionally high standard, but personally 
I do not think this to be true as this 
form of roofing, when used for per- 
manent buildings, needs to be of good- 
quality materials and workmanship. I 
have heard adverse comment. on 
Table 2 in Clause 305 but I do not 
think it unreasonable to call for three 
layers of felt on flat roofs exposed to 
normal weather conditions 
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sealed on 
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reaches the joists and 
producing ideal conditions for d« 
start. Special mention of this matter 
is made in Clause 303, but I 
whether it would not 
to have recommended preservative 
treatment to obviate the risk I am 
pleased to see the recommendation that 
tongued-and-grooved timber boarding 
is preferable and that even this should 
be nailed at every joist. Incidentally, 
no mention is made of whether boards 
should be heart side upwards or down 
wards I it helps to be 
that any curling of boards doe 
form ridge 
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HATFIELD TECHNICAL COLLEGE, TYPICAL CLASSROOM WINDOW 


ARCHITECTS: EASTON AND ROBERTSON 
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Gibson CLOCKS STAND THE TEST OF TIME 


Designed for INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE, Gibson Clocks 
are correct in factories, workshops, mills. offices or schools— 
in fact wherever time indication is required 

A Master Clock impulse syste peratir 

Slave Clocks, and independent of the 
reliability 

For those with a single office or 
clock will give perfect” service 
maintenance is necessary, except t 
battery about every twelve mont 

( locks for spec ial purposes made ipt chent i i ) 
Master Clocks ~- Slave Clocks + Battery Wound Clocks 
Synchronous Clocks - Time Recorders - Job Costers 


Illustrated Brochure available on request 


1, Hatton Garden, London, E.C.1. & La Cl 
Established 1634 
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PLOOW LIGHTS 
POR CORONATION DAY 


Various types for gas-filled, 


projector, tubular line filament, 
mercury and sodium vapour 
lamps. Suitable for all kinds of 
decorative and useful indoor and 
outdoor illuminations in factories, 
rail yards, parking grounds, sports 
arenas etc, 


/ 


/ 


THE WARDLE ENGINEERING COMPANY LIMITED, OLD TRAFFORD, MANCHESTER 16 
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best suited for application to timber 
frames built into brickwork The 
shortened form of CP.144.101 forming 
the appendix to B.S.747 is an excellent 
summary giving the orma 


tion for 


essential inf 
rapid reference. 


DUTCH UNCLE 


LEGAL NOTE 
Dangerous Premises: Some 
Practical Problems 


NE of the problems confronting 

owners of property which have 
fallen into such a state of disrepair as 
to be dangerous, is as to the means of 
obtaining possession of the property 
for the purpose of demolishing it and 
rebuilding on the site. 

Usually properties of this character 
are let to weekly tenants, and are con- 
trolled by the Rent Acts. But the Rent 
Acts do not make any provision 
enabling owners to obtain 
in such circumstances. 

The only means available to the 
owner in such cases of obtaining pos- 
session are to be found in s. 156 of the 
Housing Act, 1936, and in s. 67 of the 
London Building Amendment Act, 
1939 

Under the Housing Act a _ local 
authority may make a closing order in 
respect of a part of a building which 
is unfit, and it may make a demolition 
order 

Generally, a closing order will not 
be of much assistance to the owner, 
since thereby he will be able to obtain 
only a portion of the 
, that portion in respect of 
which the closing order has been 
made In such a case accordingly 
repair can only be in the nature of a 
patchwork job, and cannot get down to 
the real root of the trouble, the solu- 
tion for which can only be found by 
complete demolition and rebuilding 

Where either a closing order or a 
demolition order is made under the 
Housing Act, 1936, the protection of 
the Rent Acts will be excluded from 
the part in question of the premises in 
the one case, and from the whole of the 
premises in the other, and possession 
of the part or the whole as the case 
might be can be obtained from the 
County Court or from the justice 
Summary Proceedings for the rec 
of possession under the Small 
ments Recovery Act is not 
mended, because of the technicalities 
of those Acts, and many instances have 
occurred in which proceedings before 
justices have, for lack of observance of 
some procedural technicality, proved 
abortive 

However, the all-important thing 1 
to persuade the authority to make the 
necessary demolition order or closing 
order But local authorities are 
reluctant to make such orders, 
of the added obligation thereby im 
posed on them of finding housing 
accommodation for additional persons, 
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mportant to observe that if the 
rawal of protection of the Rent 
from the property is desired, the 
must be made under the Hous- 

t, 1936, since, strange to say, this 
pens to be the only Act, apart from 
exception referred to below, which 
specific provisions on the 


, an order made under the Pub- 
lic Health Act, 1936, or the Public 
Health (London) Act, 1936, will be of 
no avail, and the tenant will be pro- 
tected. . This point has recently been 
forcibly illustrated by the decision of 
the Court of Appeal in Marela, Ltd., 
v. Machorowski. In that case a closing 
order had been made by justices under 
the powers given by the Fifth Schedule 
of the Public Health (London) Act, 
1936, on the ground that the premises 
were unfit for habitation. The land- 
lord thereupon gave the tenants notice 
to quit and subsequently brought pro- 
ceedings for possession in the County 
Court. It was held, however, that the 
tenants still enjoyed the protection of 
the Rent Acts, and that, as the land- 
lords could not prove any ground for 
obtaining under the Rent 

s, no order for possession could be 


possession 


to turn now to a consideration 
i further point and that is as to the 
ition when a Dangerous Structure 
is served under the London 
Acts. In such a case again 
practical method of dealing 
the structure may be to pull it 
lown completely 
Ihe owner in such a case, if he 
hould be unsuccessful in obtaining a 
demolition order from the local 
authority, so as to place himself in a 
position to obtain possession of the 
property, may operate s. 67 of the 
London Building (Amendment) Act, 
1939 


uilding 


1 
only 


Under that section if a certificate 
obtained from the District Sur- 
veyor that the property is a danger to 
the inmates, the justices may on appli- 
cation of the L.C.C. make an order 
directing the inmates to vacate the 
uilding Although the Act appears 

ilent as to the operation 

Rent Acts in such a case, it 
would appear that the principle of 
Marela, Ltd., v. Machorowski would 
not apply, and that the justices would 
be bound to make an order for vacat- 

of the property. 


in be 


interesting question, however, 

yuld arise in such a case whether the 
ted tenants would have any right 
re-enter into possession into any 
new premises which may be erected 
ubsequently It would seem, how- 
that if their tenancies were deter- 
mined by notice before any new build- 
n is put up, all rights under the 
Yent Acts would be lost. This would 
appear to be in accordance with the 
le that have been given with 
demolished war damaged 
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Bosworth Memorial 


Fellowship in Landscape 


Architecture 


The Department of Landscape 
Architecture in the College of Archi- 
tecture at Cornell University offers a 
Fellowship of One Thousand Dollars 
for the academic year 1953-54. 

Candidates must be graduates of an 
accredited school of Architecture or 
Landscape Architecture. 

The academic programme will stress 
the relationship of Landscape Archi- 
tecture to Architecture and City Plan- 
ning. 

The degree Master of Landscape 
Architecture will be granted upon 
satisfactory completion of the required 
work. 

Further enquiries should be directed 
to Dean Thomas W. Mackesey, College 
of Architecture, Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York. 

Applications will be received until 
June 1, 1953. 


The Royal Sanitary Institute 
Prize Essay Competitions for 
1953 


Two prizes are offered by The Royal 
Sanitary Institute this year as follows: 

The John Edward Worth Prize of 
£60 for an essay on Internal Planning 
Layout and Equipment of Dwellings to 
Reduce Domestic Work Without Loss 
of Efficiency and Within Reasonable 
Expenditure. 

The John S. Owens Prize of £15 for 
an essay on The Location of Industry 
Having Regard to the Health of the 
People. 

Intending competitors should apply 
to the Secretary, The Royal Sanitary 
Institute, 90, Buckingham Palace Road, 
London, S.W.1, for a copy of the con- 
ditions. Entries must be received by 
December 31, 1953. 


L.C.C. Educational Building 
Programme, 1954-55 


The Education Committee of the 
L.C.C. have submitted for the approval 
of the Minister of Education primary 
and secondary school projects for the 
main 1954-55 building programme 
totalling £4,591,000. Six comprehensive 
secondary schools are included—two in 
Camberwell and one each in Lewis- 
ham, Kensington, Shoreditch and 
Woolwich—and county complements 
to Emanuel School, Wandsworth, and 
Lady Margaret School, Fulham. Six 
primary schools and two voluntary 
secondary schools are also in the pro- 
gramme. For the reserve list, projects 
have been put forward totalling 
£2,656,810. These comprise five other 
comprehensive secondary school pro- 
posals, two primary schools and three 
voluntary secondary schools 
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SERVICES ELECTRIC WIRING ETC. 
B 5/19. 


An economical heat control for use with fixed 
or portable appliances such as hot plates, perco 
lators, electric irons etc This new Simmerstat 
from J. H. Tucker & Co. Lted., Kings Road, Tyseley 
Birmingham, II, is available in two ranges. One 
range is suitable for use with any 15 amp. 3-pir 
plug (B.S.546). The other range is designed for 
use with 13 amp. rectangular pin plugs (B.S.1363) 
Surface and flush models are available in eact 
range. The surface model can be supplied either 
in a cast iron case finished in cream enamel or ina 
black enamelled cast iron box with aluminium 
alloy plate finished B.M.A. Prices of the various 
models range from 54s. 8d. to 65s. 8d 

Porcelain and Mica insulation is used and a 
non-current Carrying metal parts are automatica 
earthed to the box by the fixing screws 

The Simmerstat (a registered trade name 
of Sunvic Controls Ltd.) enables an electric swit 
to be operated with much the saine flexibility of 
control as is normally associated witt 
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FITTINGS 
REFRIGERATORS 
C i/5 


The three illustrations C 
two new refrigerators by the General Electric 
Company Ltd., Magnet House, Kingsway, Lor 
The exterior design for both refrigerators 
same as shown in C 15. Both are of 7 cu 
capacity. One, the 0.M.J. 71 is a de luxe mode 
the other, the D.M.M. 71 embodies ali essenti: 
features at minimum price 
The floor space occupied by both models 
the same as that of the G.E.C. 5.3 cu ft mode} but 
the height of che D.M. models is 2in greater 
Both refrigerators are insulated witt 
fibre to an average thickness of 3in. The sta 
voltage is 200 250 but motors wound for 
voltage and frequency can be supplied at 
cost 
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The interior of the de luxe mode! D.MJ 
which is the firse British-made domestic refr 
erator to incorporate a full width freezer Tt 
model will cater for the increasing number « 
households who rely to a great extent on frozer 
foods 


z 


This model has thermostatic control at shoulde 
level a stainiess steel freezer incorporating 
shelf for quick ice-making, a deep plastic meat o 
fish chiller and two exceptionally deep saladors 





The shelf area of this model is 13.4 sq fr. TI 
price is £147 7s 
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The interior of the D.M.M. 71 contains many 
features identical wich D.M.J. 7i The freezer 
is smaller and there is only one salador. In other 
respects the difference is only a matter of economy 
Both models have automatic internal lighting 
The shelf area of the D.M.M. 71 is 12.5 sq ft and 
the cost is £137 10s Od 
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Notes below give basic data of 
yntracts open under locality and 
juthority which are in bold type. 
References indicate: (a) type of 
work, (b) address for application 
Where no town is stated in the 
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NEW FLOORS for OLD 


Floors of all Types 
Repaired and Renewed 
FLOOR RENOVATIONS Ltd 


36 LAURISTON RD., E.9. Phone: AMH 5471-2 
Sandpapering machines for hire 


LIGHTNING CONDUCTORS 


J.W.GRAY & SON LTD. 
37 RED LION ST., HIGH HOLBORN 
LONDON, W.C.1. Tele. Chancery 8701/2 


CHURCH SPIRE RESTORERS 


| CLOCKS 
| FOR COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS | 
| 


Enquiries to 


WILD'S ENGINEERING & CONTRACTING CO. 


Department 
10, syenues ‘eraser, LONDON, W.C.! 
Tele TEMple Bar 4522, Est over 40 years. | 


| 
| 
| 
———— A ‘s 


A.* P. STEVEN L” 





James Roap, Guascow, C.4 
Tel.: Bell 0356 


Lonpon: 10 Nicholson St., S.E.1, Tel. Waterloo 4465 
MANCHESTER, 1: 12 CharlesSt. Tel. Ardwick 1391 
EDINBURGH, 2; 2 North West Circus Place 

Tel. Edin 27998 
BIRMINGHAM, 18: 63 Hockley Hill. Tel. Northern 1266 


181 Si 





THE VEITCHI COMPANY 
ee ae) 


RUBBER FLOORING 


SOUTHEY RD., LONDON, N.15 
STAMFORD HILL 9428 





CONTRACT 
e NEWS e 


OPEN 


BUILDING 
ALDERSHOT B.C. (a) 1 pair of houses, 


Gloucester Road. (b) Borough Engineer, 
Town Hall c) 2gns e) April 27. 
° ° 


BOOTLE B. C. a) Aged persons’ hostel 
it rear of 47, Balliol Road. (b) Borough 
Surveyor, lown Hall c) 2gns e 
M iy 4 

BOURNEMOUTH B.C, (a) (1) Contract 
W.H.10 (2nd), 5 pairs of bungalows; (2 
Contract W.H.4, 2 pairs; (3) Contract 
W.H.2(A), 1 pair; (4) Contract W.H.2(B), 
1 pair; (5) Contract W.H.18 (1), (2), (3 
4) combined, on the West Howe 
Contract L.A.8 (3rd), 4 pairs 
sungalows on the Leybourne Estate; 
Contract C.3, 1 block of 3 houses on 
the Kinson Estate b) Borough Archi 
Room 106), Town Hall c) 2gns 

eacn ontract Cc Apee 21 
€ ARDIGANSHIRE cc. a) Police 
1) Devil’s Bridge and (2 
b) County Architect, County 

crayron c April 27 


| ( 
i ) 


‘ HE LMSF ORD B.C. a) (Contract No. 
ind 26 flats in 3 blocks with 

vorks, Chignal Estate; (Contract 
refreshment pavilion in the Central 

ind (Contract No. 3) 2 blocks of 

ng accommodation, etc., at the 
Bath, Waterloo Lane b 

if Engineer, Municipal Offices, 
Street, stating contract or contracts 


each contract e) April 22 


Cl MBE RL AND i Cc. a) Erection and 

finishing of 1 timber classroom at 
patria Council School b) County 
hitect, 15, Portland Square, Carlisle 
April 24 

DAGENHAM B.C. (a) 30 houses and 

36 3-storey flats, Manor Road Estate. (b 

Borough Engineer, Civic Centre c 

2gn € April 27 


DERBY SHIRE Cc Cc. a) House and farm 
buildings at Derby Road, Risley. (b 
County Architect, County Offices, St 
Mary’s Gate, Derby c) 2gns crossed 
cheque pay able to Council 

DE RBY SHIRE C.C. a) Ambulance 
tations at Ripley and Mickleover b 
County Architect, County Offices, St 
Marvy’s Gate, Derby 2) 2gns each site, 

ed heque payable to Council 

DE V IZES R. Cc. (a 
work t Bromham. (b) Messrs. Edwards 
oes Webs ster, 10, St. Mary Street, Chip 
enham c) £1 e) April 20 


18 houses and site 


t 


m KINFIE L D B. C. a) 30 aged per 
dwellings and 1 pair of houses at 
Lane b) Town Clerk, Town 
3gn d) April 16. (e) April 27 
FARNHAM U.C. (a) 42 houses, Weydon 
ur East te. (b) Messrs. Gilbert and 
Lloyds Bank Chambers, 75, 
Street £2 e) April 27. 

*FILEY U.C. 1) 2 blocks of 4 flats 
ind 1 block of 2 shops with 4 flats over 
b) F. Vaux, 31, Quay Road, Bridlington 
2gns, cheques payable to Council. (e 

27 "See page 28 


address it is the same as the locality 
given in the heading, (c) deposit, (d) 
last date for application, (e) last date 
and time for submission of tenders. Full 
details of contracts marked x are 
given in the advertisement section. 








WINDOW BOXES 


Fabricated in 
Asbestos Cement Sheeting 


List of details and sizes on application 
DALTON, BALLARD & Co. Ltd. 


Fleet Place, Gpper Park Rd., London, N.W.3 
Tel.: PRimrose $854 


London's Finest newasecondhand 
ARCINTECT S PLAN CHESTS 








ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
INODOROUS FELTS 
FROM STOCK 


LONDON E 14 Ey EASt 1441 





Specify 


CERRUX 


DECORATIVE PAINTS 


CELLON LTD., KINGSTON-ON-THAMES 





TO ALL BSS. 


COVERITE 
(ASPHALTERS) LTD 
PALACE GATES STM, 9.22 Bowes Port IA212 





@ FROM 5/2 cult — 


ee 


—<t0 14/10 cu ft —®@ 


Immediate Delivery 
THOS W. WARD LTO 


ALBION WORKS. SHEFFIELD 
TELEPHOME POT (22 times 


aan & pwcastem mace aan 





22 


GRAVESEND B.C. a) 6 garages in 
concrete block construction between 
Taunton Vale and Truro Road, Parrock 
‘Farm Estate. (b) Borough Engineer, 6, 
Woodville Terrace. (c) £2. (d) April 10 
e) April 17. 
*. * * 
HAMBLEDON R.C. (a) 18 houses, 
Hartsgrove site, Chiddingfold. (b) En 
gineer and Surveyor, Council Offices, 
Bury Fields, Guildford (c) 3gns (e 
April 22. 
LONDON—CHINGFORD B.C. (a) 
Caretaker’s house and store, Old Church 
Road Estate. E.4. (b) Borough Engineer, 
“Holmleigh,’ Ridgeway Road, E.4. (c) 
Ign. (e) April 17. 
LONDON—WEST HAM B.C. 
(Contract 182) 27 flats, 6 houses and 2 
garages at Barking and Bushey Roads, 
E.13. (b) Borough Architect, 70, West 
Ham Lane, E.15. (c) 2gns. (d) April 17 
MALDON B.C. (a) 38 houses in terraces 
on the St. Peter’s Avenue site. (b 
Borough Engineer, Municipal Offices. (« 
2gns. (e) April 20. 
MANSFIELD (NOTTS). (a) 2 addi- 
tional classrooms, cloakrooms, etc., at St. 
Philip’s R.C. Primary School, Westfield 
Lane. (b) Rev. Father F. McNicholas, 
The Presbytery, St. Philip’s R.C. Church, 
Chesterfield Road, Mansfield. 
(a) 16 houses in pairs at 
(b) Borough Sur 
(c) 2gns. (e) 


NEWARK B.C. 
Hawton Road Estate. 
veyor, Municipal Offices. 
April 20 

NEWBURY R.C. (a) 6 aged persons’ 
dwellings at Southend, Cold Ash, New- 
bury. (b) Messrs. Floyd, Robson and 
Paul, St. Nicholas House, West Mills. 
(c) 2gns. (e) May 6. 

N. IRELAND—NEWRY NO. 1 R.C. 

& houses, John Street, Rathfriland. ib) 
W. H. M’Evoy, 73, May Street, Belfast. 
(c) 3gns. (e) April 22 
NORTON R.C. (a) 4 houses at Langton. 
(b) Council’s Architect, Council Offices, 
Welham Road, Norton, Malton. (c) Ign. 
(ce) May 4 


. * 

PLYMOUTH C.C. (a) 28 flats in Beau- 
mont ‘Terrace, Seven Trees (b) City 
Architect, Seymour Road. (c) 3gns, pay 
able to Corporation. (d) April 11. 
ST. NEOTS R.C. (a) 22 houses at Little 
Paxton, Hunts: (b) Council’s Clerk, 
Council Offices, 32a, New Street. d 
April 13 


SCOTLAND—EDINBURGH C.C. (a 
Civil Defence building. (b) City Archi 
tect, City Chambers e) April 18. 

SCOTLAND—EDINBURGH C.C. (a 
40 houses at Restalrig Avenue and Filly 
side Gardens (separate trades). (b) City 
Architect, City Chambers. (e) April 17 


SHERINGHAM R.C. (a) 10 dwellings 
at Bodham and 12 at Gimingham. (b 
Council’s Architect, Council Offices, St 
Peter’s Road. (c) 2gns. (e) April 23. 


. . * 


TONBRIDGE U.C. 
houses (Contract No. 1) and 13 blocks of 
4 houses (Contract No. 2) Higham Wood 
Estate. (b) Engineer and Surveyor, Ton 
bridge Castle, Kent. (c) 3gns each con 
tract. (e) April 21. 


a) 32 pairs of 
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ARCHITECTURAL If IRONWORK 


Since 1885 


HOTCHKISS LIMITED 


ASHFORD ROAD, EASTBOURNE. 2424 


ASPHALTE WORK 


LONDON E 14 Ri EASt 1441 J 


THE JOINTLESS FLOORING 

(OXYCHLORIDE) ASSOCIATION 

GUARANTEES ACCEPTANCE OF 

THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF 

WORKMANSHIP AND MATERIALS 
BY ITS MEMBERS. 


All enquiries to the Secretary : 


JOINTLESS FLOORING (Oxychloride) tr 7-0 ta N, 
69, CANNON STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 , 


HNSTRUCTIONS FOR EVERY ENGINEERING Rig, 


SHEE 1 METAL 
WORK 


“y > 
HOUSE LANE. BECKENHAM. KENT PHONE: SYDENHAM © 


J.GARDNER & CO. LTD. 


DENNISON 
KETT 


es ££. LTO. 


ROLLING 
SHUTTERS 


& GRILLES e IRON DOORS 
STAIRCASES e LIFTS 
COLLAPSIBLE GATES 


- 

KENOVAL HOUSE 
226-230, FARMERS ROAD 
LONDON, S.E.5. 





Phone: RELiance 4266 








TRI moO C.C. 


TYLDESLE Y 
Shakerley tat 
Surveyor 
April 27 


WAL SALL B.C 
branch 1 

Gray e® 

May 1 


PLACED 
Notes on contracts placed stat 
authority in Doid type with 
(2) site, (3) name of contractor: 
(4) amount of tender or estin 
that work may not start 
acceptance, or obtaining 


modification of tenders, et 


BUILDING 


WwYc — R.D.C. 

Princ Ri doroug! 

and C o., Ltd., Hamm 
53.324 


MIDDLETON B.C 
24 old people flat 
3) D Franklyn 
bers, Stati 
£200,193 


HARLOW DEVELOPME NI COR- 
PORATION 192 g 3 
Rush and Rie 5 ‘109 Station 
Road, Sid up Kent 4 £ 309,480 

273 dwellings 3 Geo ni \ 

Co., Ltd.,. Hammersmitt rove, W.¢ 
£423,246 


EALING B.C 1) 64 flat ») Broug 
ton Road 3) Norman Sinclair, Ltd 
Uxbridge Road, Londo: W.13 


£ 127.903 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE E.¢ 
Erection of Rutherford College of 
nology 2) Northumberland Road 
Stephen Easten Lt w 
Hill, (srang Newcast OI I 
£127.976 


BE DF ORD CORPORAT ION 
d irmham Road 3 

Ltd., 4 Bu Kingham Crat 

+) £119,455 


DEAI - 
Road 
tractor 
ie) | 4 


_ PANCRAS B.€ 
Ge base Walke rand Ss 
Lane, Lond W.] 
EBBW VALE U.D.¢ 
tru n ( : 
House, Le 


CORPORA 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNI 
TION l Grammar 
Rutherford 

New 


i 


READING CORPORATION l 
il Mid-W ) 
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cLLARD 


STATE... LIDING 


OOR GEAR 


ELLARD “Estate "’ Sliding Door Gear has again been specified for a large 
housing estate : the People’s Houses, Canterbury, Kenr “Estate’’ 
Sliding Door Gear offers maximum economy in use of space 


For ersy access and efficient action, garage doors should be fitted with 
RADIAL Siiding Door Gear The illustration below shows a typical 
domestic garage with sliding doors running on RADIAL Door Gear 


y 


Gear has been specified for flat 
anterbury and Peterborough ‘ porat exborougt 
gewort and Wellingborough ( Ea id Sedgefield 
5 ) h Railways Housing Estate, Southa E galows, Soutt 
Shields; Kyces Settlement Estate, Watford; Newton Aycliffe and Stevenage New Towr 


CLARKE ELLARD ENGINEERIN co. LTD. 
Works Road, Letchworth, Herts. Tel.: 613 4 














ARCHITE 


url 


REGO. TRADE MARK \ 





GYPSUM PLASTER 
pd 


= WRITE FOR YOUR COPY TO: 


CAPPERATA & CO.LTD. 


PLASTER € 
eet” CEMENT 
NEWARK . NOTTS. TELE : NEWARK - 2060 
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STANDARD 
— QUALIry + 


Accumulated experience at @ DRAUGHT EXCLUSION 


plus the modern outlook will reduce the loss of heat The two y 
of the Norris organisation : through the average win- HERMESEAL 
has resulted in high qual- LL dow by at least half, and ao 
, = ° : = i are ei a perfect 
ity doors featuring the through doors by an even amaeeel 
Norris Patent Joint. Prices a _ 


actual rat f Id seal when 
° ee ac r ate oO old-air 
pee highly ———- ie c Cc il window is 


| infiltration, the source of  ¢losed 
just another reason why : all draughts, can in turn 


Norris Standard ‘Plus’ i be reduced by anything up 

Joinery must be specified fo 994, according to typ 

for COMPLETE §satis- ’ 1 | of construction 

faction. | fi EXAMPLE: D/H Sash Wir 
i | dows of wood, S’ 2” x 2’ & 


average length and width of 











gap, 18° O" x b", average 


speed 10 m.p.h 


BEFORE draught-exclusion 1903.0 cu. ft. per hr. 
AFTER so = 264.6 cu. ft. per hr. 


Norris windows are made Sl. seed 


to Standards higher than PREVENTION achieved 1643.4 cu. ft. per hr. or 86.1% 
the average requirements 
and combine maximum 
ant compine moxm™ «| © ~=ROOF INSULATION 
and construction. Deliver 

: will red t! lo 


ies are guaranteed 


reaue 1K 

















/ q |) 
—_—_--—_-- 
// 


| 


Simplicity of design, careful Hf i iene | 
construction and = ample Ps 

dimensions ensure addi- 

tional strength, trouble 

free service and long life. 


/ 
/A 


BEFORE insulation (Desirable standard 0.20) 0.43 

AFTER insulation by |" bitumenised glass wool -- 0.13 
PREVENTION achieved 0.30 or 69.7 
Specify DRAUGHT EXCLUSION and ROOF INSULATION by 
HERMESEAL. No higher degree of efficiency in the conservation of 
heat and the saving of fuel can be achieved in any already existing 
building. Surveys and installations are carried out by our own skilled 
staff throughout the country. Write for full details. 





DRAUGHT EXCLUSION & ROOF INSULATION BY 
a 
eT: >. HERMESEAL 


c. W. NORRIS LIMITED BRITISH HERMESEAL LIMITED 
FARNWORTH - BOLTON - LANCS Head Office:—4 PARK LANE, LONDON, W.I 
Telephone: Farnworth 363-4-5. Telephone: GROsvenor 4324 (5 lines) 


amen 40 
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The New TIME & LIFE BUILDING, New Bond St, W1 


PANELLING to 
RECEPTION ROOM 

and 

ENTRANCE 

STAIRCASE 

including 

CARPETS, CURTAINS 

& FURNITURE 

supplied by 
The 


MAPLE-MARTYN 
ORGANISATION 




















Designers 
SIR HUGH CASSON 
R.D.1.. MA.. F.R.A.BA. FSA 
MISHA BLACK Esq 
BE. FSA 














in association 
MiK HAEt RO SE AUER Es 
& Al 


MAPLI 


CONTRACT DEPARTMENT 


with Subsidiary 


| H.H.MARTYN 
torn gs lly  Deslaned by RY. COODDEN, Eee & CO.LTD. CHELTENHAM 
MAPLE @ CO. LTD... TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD, LONDON, W.1. 


HAM +» BUENOS AIRES 














DESIGN FOR EDUCATION 


BUSHBURY SOUTH 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 


Urgent post-war demands for 
education facilities have seen a 
marked improvement in the 
design and layout of modern 
schools, and Kontite Compression 
Joints have been specified 
throughout the country for their 
simple construction, easy in- 
Stallation and reliability 

Phot age eproduced by kind 
permiss of W Mervin Law, Es SQ.» 
M.B.E., Bor ugh Engineer, 
Wolverha : 


KAY & CO. (Engineers) LTD., BOLTON BRASS WORKS, BOLTON 


Bolton 197 Grams: ‘‘Kontite’’, Boltos 


LONDON OFFICE: 36 VICTORIA ST., S.W.1I. Tel: ABBEY 2144 





dm KB 62 
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"y Oe oot ee 
ie 


Aisi MODERN 
STEEL FRAMED 


BUILDINGS 


are the 


Clyde Structural 














— “ 


-~ 


Factory by Scottish Industrial Estates Ltd., for 


Architects, Messrs. Wylie THE 
John Brown & Co. Ltd. (Lend Boiler Division) Shanks and Wylie 


Glasgow 
In Structural steelwork, as in shipbuilding, there is a Clydeside 
tradition—a craftsman'’s pride which is handed down from 
generation to generation. The Clyde Structural Iron Company 
helped forge Clydeside's steps to fame more than half a century 


ago and the Company is still maintaining and extending this ° 
tradition in most countries throughout the world ** Clyde L 
buildings are indeed Clydebuilt 

IRON CO. LTD. 





Telephone : 


Scotstoun 1617 
(3 lines) 


Telegrams: Codes : 


Corrugated, A.B.C., 5th Edition, 
Glasgow. Lieber'’s. 








Detail information .. . 


Here is an opportunity to study fittings 
the ways in which prominent archi- both in 
tects have tackled miscellaneou contribut 
detail problems. This volume which the 
provides specially prepared scale pared 
detail drawings and photograph volume is it 
showing how contemporary design- man-Spanish 
ers have combined the twin used 
essentials of good construction Content 
and satisfactory appearance. The Balconies 
selected examples are arranged in’ Fronts; Fireplaces ; 

appropriate groupings and cover Display, Reception and Domestic ; 
a wide range of problems from Staircases; Wall Details; Windows 
windows and door openings to Miscellaneous; Index of Architects 
staircases, fireplaces and internal and Engineer 


include 
Entrance 


Glossary 


25s. net. By. post 26s. Id. 





lo: The Publishing Dept rset Hou 
London, S.E.1 


Obtainable from all booksellers. In oad as 1 clean seal Eos — ey 7 
case of difficulty please fill in this including postage 

coupon and post it direct to the 

publishers. 


Published for Tue Arcurrect & BurtpInc News 





Name 


Address 
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L.C.Cc. KEEP DOWN MAINTENANCE COSTS 


AT NEW POPLAR PRIMARY SCHOOL — 
With Extra Strong Tubular Steel Furniture by Shepherd 




















SE PRE RO PROD T 


It’s Phosphate 
Coated for 
Long, Rust - proof 
Life 


The Dining Hall at the 
new L.C.¢ Susan 
Lawrence Primary 
School, Extra strong 
tubular steel furniture 
by Shepherd combines 
modern good looks with 
immense strength 
Keeps maintenance 
costs down 











HE recently opened Susan Lawrence L.C.C. School at Cordelia lor every piece of Shepherd furniture is given a special phosphate 
Street, Poplar, has a dining hall equipped throughout with coating treatment before the stove enamel finish is applied 
Shepherd tubular steel chairs and tables. The result is that replace- Because of this extra protecuon, Shepherd tubular steel furniture 
ment and maintenance costs, normally an important expense has a long rust-proof life 
item in schools, are reduced to a minimum. Morever, the chairs All the units are light and easily handled—even by children, and the 
are scientifically designed, with pre-formed plywood seats and chairs nest neatly on top of one another, fifteen in the space of one. 
backs They are constructed to encourage correct posture, Shepherd furniture can be supplied in any colour on the B.S:S. 
are virtually pon-tipping and are easily cleaned Colour Chart—and the prices are very competitive. Write today 
Phosphate Coating for an illustrated catalogue. 
Shepherd furniture combines immense strength with modern good H. C. SHEPHERD & COMPANY LTD. 
looks and finish. The strength comes from the highest grade steel jyeRsHAM STATION WORKS. WALTON-ON-THAMES, SURREY 
tube, formed on the most up-to-date machinery. And the looks /ast Telephone: Walton-on-Thames 2314 


EXPORT ENQUIRIES: 7o London Office, 59 ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C.2. Telephone: Temple Bar 5385. Cables: Stamstam, London 


The ama 


A sharp and unworthy answer for the delicate sole, reluctant to 
leave the deep sea for the hot plate. As sole meuniere, more 
fittingly, he will enchant the gourmet’s heart—and stomach. But for 
this heavenly end, the sole needs the assurance and comfort of a 
“Stott ’’ kitchen—with equipment that, while catering for the 
largest numbers, preserves and promotes the succulence of the food. 
“Stotts '’ Planning and Advisory Service may be the answer to your 
kitchen problems—in the choice of a single piece of equipment or 
for assistance with an over-all plan. 





_— 


MANUFACTURERS OF CATERING EQUIPMENT 
OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
SEND NOW FOR BROCHURE NO. JAI 
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HEADQUARTERS OF LONDON DIVISION, BRITISH ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY, SOUTHWARK 
W. CURTIS GREEN, R.A., SON & LLOYD 


hand made W., H. COLLIER LIMITED 
Essex p r mrose Marks Tey, Nr. Col 
facings by 


ESSEX 











“‘CALLOW ROCK’ 


Gas-burnt 


WHITE LIME ogee ENGINEERS AND 


MANUFACTURERS 


is a Non-hydraulic, Class A SCOTSWOOD-ON-TYNE 


Quicklime for Plastering 








Finishing Coat, Coarse Stuff 
and Building Mortar, 





conforming to British Standard 
Specification No. 890—1940 


The Callow Rock Lime oa 7 
Company. Lid. STRUCTURAL STEELWORK 
Cheddar. Somerset THE NORTHARC feo} tey-V  ihy- Wale), | 


260 LANGHAM ROAD LONDON, N15 
PHONE: BOWES PARK 3757 & 7548 
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OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


APPOINTMENTS ° CONTRACTS e TENDERS 


Rate 16 per line, minimum 3- Close for press Ist post Monday for following Tbursday Issue 





APPOINTMENTS CONTRACTS FOR SALE 


wegtianmaute edt be wade throashk the loo fic URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL OF FILEY I OARD 


bitumen, size 26in * 43in « 0.092in = 26 
f the Ministry 


sheets per cwt, approx. 35 tons for disposal, 
best offer over £50 per ton to clear Box 6432 
[7023 


if the applic is a man aged 18-64 or a woma 
aged 18-59 1 ve, unl he e or the ' : N ROAD HOUSING ESTATI 
ployer rcet isi Th 
Votfficat . Irder 1952 ALI agen Plain and Eboned, ae Em 
¢ . 4 bossex ornaments Numerous designs 
OF SHOPS AND FLATS Dareve's Moulding Mills, Ltd, 60, Pownall Rd, 
Dalston, E.8 [0086 


for the erection of the FoR sale large number of second-hand 5/3} 


“ Winget portable petrol-driven concrete 

FOUR SELF-CONTAINEI)  ‘™xers, on four steel road wheels, only worked on 

FLATS one contract Thos. W. Ward, Ltd Albion 

4 4 MENT 717 
IAL. ADVERTISEMENT ; ; Lt rWO SHOPS WITH FOUR Works, Sheffield {701 

ATS OVER I ARDWOOD flooring lasts a lifetime; block or 

OUNTY COUNCIL invit , ; rm of Tender and other pat stip flooring in 4in, jin, lin, l4in and 1$in 
pes - . ; btai i from the Architect. Mr thicknesses in the following species, grades suit 

ARCHITECTS in priv : Quay Road, Bridlington able for civic, domestic and factory floors: Oak, 
ney ‘ ’ ae * posit of £2 2 Teak Gurjun Keruing Afromosia Sapele 

payable to the Filey Muhuhu, Ekki, Greenheart Iroko, Chumprak, 

id deposits will be re Krabac, Beech, Birch, Maple il Oak, Ramin, 

ona fide tender and/or Seraya Loliondo Muhimbi, Jarrah, Olivillo, 

‘ Panga Panga Kempas Kapur eu William 
rhornton & Sons, Ltd Joinery Department, 38 

undersigned in plain Wejjington Rd, I iverpool, & Tel Lark Lane 

I : and Shops by 1921/4 Grams: Thornpool, Liverpool [6928 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCII 


4 Ww pa wit! 


to accept 


HENDERSON 


of the Counci INSURANCE 





ALI forms of Insurance effected with Lloyd's 
4 Underwriters and the Companies 
E J. SAXBY, Incorporated Insurance Broker 
> — m ewes 4 4, Cartax, Horsham, Sussex rel. 990, [0128 
MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 
FIFE COUNTY COUNCII \TE : 16d. per line, minimum 3)-, average 
line 6 words Each paragraph charged 

P i ,oO TC a 
ome separately. NISSEN HUTS, ETC. 
ANNIN an BOX NOS. add 2 words plus | - for registra- 
1 forwarding replies 
PRESS DAY Monday Remittances payable ECONDITIONED ex-Army huts and manu 
to Iliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford fac tured buildings, timber, asbestos, Nissen 
> ? ‘ hall type, etc., all sizes and prices.Write, 
street, London, S.E.1| telephone Universal Supplies (Belvedere 
No responsibility accepted for errors Dept. 32, Crabtree Manorway, Belvedere 

Tel. Erith 2948 {0120 


ae ae cae (i ai :: = B' ILDINGS for sale Prefabricated Factories 
SI I UA I IONS VACANT Store Workshops, Canteens, Offices, Halls 
Clubs, Garages, etc., large and small..—Apply for 
oF nswering these details and prices, stating your requirements to 
Thorn & Son Lid Box No. 127, Brampton 
Road, Bexleyheath, Kent Tel, Bexleyheath 40° 
[6842 


DEPARTMED 





tion 





juired by long-established 
ntra rs Kingsto 0 > : - 

seals a8 Gene tadted dak: 20 DEMOLITION 
his position; good references 

Box 6431 {7021 





DEMOLITION AND CLEARANCE 
MATTHEW -OL LOCK 


4 2) ICES IRR WATCH IT COME DOWN 
County Clerk SERVICES OFFERED By SYD BISHOP & SONS 
: BARING RD. LEE, §.E.12 rE! LEE 
reedlaying contracts under GREEN 7755 
J. G. Cowell, Soham, Ely OLD MANSIONS BOUGHT FOR SALVAGE 
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4EAD OFFICE, DESERONTO WHARF, LANGLEY, BUCKS Telephone: LANGLEY 272 


SEND FOR OUR ILLUSTRATED LITERATURE AND SELECT YOUR DOORS 


FROM THE LARGEST AND MOST VARIED STOCK | SOUTHALL 2128 BRANCHES IN LONDON, BRISTOL, SOUTHAMPTON 
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POST-WAR REBUILDING .... EVANS LIFTS 
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Head Office : LONDON OFFICE . 
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The Home of the 
British Cycle 


= 
' 
Whenever a number of cycles are assembled for any length of time there | = — hat dks lk ek 
immediately arises the problem of the most efficient and economical method | | 
of storage. ee — 
Condivions and requirements differ widely but among the ABLX range of 
cycle stands there is one to suit your individual needs 
All Cycle Stands stove ena:nelled green for durability 





20 types tor selection 
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The illustration shows our type J stand. Cycles do not have to be lifted, so 
this stand is eminent!y suitable for women or children 


Illustrated Catalogue on request 


ABIX (METAL INDUSTRIES) LTD 


FACTORY EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS PERMAFENCE LIMITED 


| FENCING SPECIALISTS 
ANRRIOGE BATTERSEA, “SW 24la HIGH STREET, ACTON, LONDON, W.3. 


Phone - BAT 8666/7 Grams - ABIX-BATT-LONDON 
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housing problem, successive shortages of materials, rising 
from an unbalanced nathlonal economy all these 
plementation of the improved standards of heating 
various post-war Studies, Reports and Codes 
venerally realised in the near tuture in spite of coal 
t first essential is that heat services should be planned 
irl \t present, this is not always done, with such 
lation and insulation, condensation troubles, increased 
d use of uneconomic methods of heating 
echnicians can be of great value in ensuring complete 
ith the general building plan. It ts freely available 
to all who wish to realise improved standards of 
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Where to go for information ahout Gas 
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SISALKRAFT is very tough and durable, being 
construction, doubly reinforced by two crossed 
Sisal fibres The fibres are totally enclosed by tw 
of bitumen, which in turn are faced with toug! 
paper The product of tl combination is b ! 
paper of exceptional merit 


SISALKRAFT Reinforced Waterproof Building 
(in appropriate grades) especially suitable fo 
under tiles and slates, as moisture barrier and 
in walls, for making floors damp-proof and ai 
procecting floors and floor coverings, for 
partitioning, for bond-breaking, and a host of 
tical building uses 


SISALKRAFT is ight in weig 

handle and is free from bitu 

decorated if desired though for temporary 
pleasing natural appearance ight buff colour) 
calls for treatment Furthermore, its resistance t 
ing, tearing and cracking during applicat 

the greatest economy in apy 
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